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United Methodist

Men Breakfast

All men and women are
invited for a time of food
and devotions on Friday,
December 1st, at 7:00
a.m.

No Fellowship
Meal on 1st
Sunday

We will not be having
our monthly fellowship
luncheon on February
4th.

Scout Sunday
The Boy Scouts will be
taking part in our

are: white cake with
white icing; chocolate
cake with white icing;
and red velvet cake with
cream cheese icing.

Order forms are located
in Sunday bulletins or
you may call Patty
Douthat at 326-2653 to
place an order. Deadline
to place an order is
February 4th.

Youth Sunday

As a special treat our
youth will be presenting
our Morning Worship
Service on Sunday,
February 11th. Make
plans now to come out

Morning Worship service and support them in
on Sunday, February 4th. their efforts.

Please make them feel
welcome.

Valentine

Luncheon

On Sunday, February
11th, the Ewilda
Whitenack Circle will be
sponsoring

Longaberger
Basket Trip

If anyone is interested
in joining Billie Johnson
on a trip this Spring to
the Longaberger Basket
Co. please call her at

a32%3P%e nt i neod

Luncheon. See page 3 of

the newsletter for the
menu and cost of the
meal. They are also
taking orders for heart

Salvation Army

The Salvation Army
reports that because you
and other volunteers

shaped cakes that can be generously gave time,

personalized. You may

talent, and energy on

choose from small cakes behalf of the

(single serving) at $2.00
dollars each and large
cakes (9 inch) at $4:00
each. Flavors available

disadvantaged, they
were able to help 1007
individuals and 537
children experience a

joyful Christmas this
past year.

They have expressed
thanks for our
participation in the

Angel Tree Program and
pray that you
experienced joy and
satisfaction as you
shared your resources
with others.

Communion

Helpers needed

If anyone is interested in
helping prepare for
Communion services,
please let Billie Johnson
know at 322-3135.

February 29 7 a.m.
UMM Breakfast

ﬁ:ebruary 80 7 p.m.

McGuire/Warden -Gill

February 136 12:00 p.m.
Alpha Group

February 136 7:00 p.m.
Ewilda Whitenack Circle

February 196 7 p.m.
Council on Ministries
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Living with Tension

tﬁﬁ%m At the Council on Ministries meeting the
ef&g op other night | noticed that we began

discussing the topic of children in the
church setting. We talked about them in
=, Sunday School and in worship services. In
——' the conversation, | noticed that several
different persons kept making a statement
like this one, "Kid's today are not the same as
when | was growing up." Several persons

= reflected on what it was like for them when

they were growing up in the church. They described the Sunday
School and the teachers. They also described the worship service an
what was expected of them as children.

L=

As the discussion continued, | noted another refrain in the
conversation that went something like this, "We need to get back to
worship or Sunday School like it was when we were growing up." It
finally dawned upon me that we had a tension in the room that night
that we probably would not be able to resolve.

| said to the group, let me tell you what | have heard us saying
tonight. | then stated the two statements that | had been hearing. |
then suggested that we would not be able to resolve the tension that
we felt if we continued to try and do things the way that we had
always done things. On the one hand we acknowledged the
difference in generations, but on the other hand we were still trying
to do ministry in ways similar to our childhood experiences. |
suggested that a new age of children might just call for a new way of
thinking about how we do ministry with those children.

My revelation was pretty much met with silence. | suggested that
we think and pray about this issue. The issue is one that rears its
head in many different ways in the church. Too many churches still
think in terms of a 1950's model of ministry. A lot has happened in
our world and society since that time. Perhaps it is time to begin
rethinking how we do a lot of the ministry that we do in the church.
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http://www.virginiaaveumc.com
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Justinand Conor Douthatwere
busy cleaning snow from the
church sidewalks on our first
snowfall in December. When dad
back was turned, | saw Conor run
around the corner, fall down and
make snow angels.

TheSarah Creasy Circteade
and delivered 29 Christmas baskq

to our church and community shuf

ins.

Several of the men of the churc
got in the church van and took a
trip to Salem to Visit
with Clyde Bowling

A group of UMW
went to
Wytheville
to visit with
Hop &
Vernonand
Murray and
Evaand took them to lunch at the
Log House.

It sure has been nice seeiigthy
Olingerdirecting the choir for the
Christmas cantata.

| sawthe youth gathered early
one morning in the parking lot.
They were getting ready to leave
for Resurrection 2007 in
Gatlinburg. | also saWred &
Sherry Cook and Bill Haver
traveling with them as chaperone

| sawJoe Johnsomand Wally
Rangeoout front getting the lights
2Nl AYy3IT AYy 2dzNJ

they fixed it cause it gives me moye
light as | scamper around at night|.

| sawDebbie Goodmarand her
sonsDavidand Jacobbundling
together Christmas Cards for the

pts

—

U
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Alpha Course 3
to Start in February

We are going to start a new Alpha Course on
Tuesday February 13 at noon in the

fellowship hall. This course will be a one hour
meeting with each person bringing a sack
lunch for the session. We are going to use the
shorter versions of the video to allow a quick
study of the material. There are 15 sessions in A [pl] (
the Alpha Course and we will finish up in late
May.
If you are interested, then please contact the US A
church office and let us know so that we can
order a student book for you. The cost of the book will be $10.00.
I n case you haveno6ét heard by
the Christian faith and helps those attending draw closer to one
another in a small group setting. For more information on Alpha,
contact one of the graduates and ask them about the course:
Buzzie & Linda Douthat, Bonnie Angove, Barbara Nash, Glenda
Estep, Boyd & Donna Comer, Cindy Workman, Joe & Jewel
Johnson, Dave & Judy Parris, Dorothy Chudina, Opie Forbes,
and Betty Owoc.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE DINNER

Come and enjoy all you can eat

pancakes, sausage, juice and coffee.
Prepared by the United Methodist Men!

February 6th
6:000 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

10 W, (DfnatRrt Accdbted§ S € Nt S

Valntle s Meal

On Sunday February 11th. The Ewilda Whitenack UMW Circle wil
host a fund raising meal at the church immediately following the
worship service. They will also be selling personalized rsaped
cakes for the occasion. To order a cake please fill out the insert in

Sundayodés bulletin o62653call Pat
Menu: Cost of the meal
Spaghetti $5.00f 13 and up
Salad $2.50fi1 6-12
Freed 5 and under
Bread
Drink

Assorted desserts
**Takeout trays available.

Yy  Prkds

Winter has finally arrived in our area.
This year we are implementing a new
snow policy so that our congregation
can know whether or not services will
be held on days when the roads are
bad.

e Sunday Morning Services and
special events 8 the Pastor will
contact the chairpersons of the
Administrative Board, Trustees, COM,
Staff/Parish Relations, Building &
Grounds,
Finance
Committee
and our Lay
Leader. They
will make a
decision and if
services are
to be
cancelled the
congregations  ONOW Pollcy
will be
notified by our One Call Now
automated hone system before 9:00

e?h(ﬁethowe‘@eF thatdf thed
system gets a busy signal from your
phone that it will not redial it for 30
minutes. So please try to keep you
phone line open between 8:45 and
9:05 a.m.

e Wednesday Evening Youth and
Children'
school in Tazewell Co. that day then
services at the church will be cancelled
also.

e Wednesday Evening Choir o}
Debbie Dixon will make a decision and
notify members if cancelled by the One
Call Now system before 6:00 p.m.
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Join us for Ash Wednesday Service on

February 21, at 6:00 p.m. This will be a

traditional service with the imposition of
ashes.

2007 Church Directories
are Now Available

During 2006 we published our fir
Church Directory. We have

updated the directory for 2007 with

a new list of phone numbers,
church officers, 2007 budget,

birthdays, anniversaries and mugh

more. This year, in order to save
on mailing costs, we have simply
put the directories on the table in
the narthex. If you want one, then you need to make sure «
pick up a copyPlease pick up only one copy per householg
For those members and friends who are from out o
town or who are unable to pick one up at the church, if you
desire a copy of the directory please contact the church off
and we will send you one
If you notice that we have any of your contact
information wrong please notify us and we will publish a
correction list in the next couple of newsletters.
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We made it through the
Christmas season and
rejoice at the good turn out
at our Christmas party and
program.
As we begin the new year,
we find ourselves getting
back into the swing of
things. The United
Methodist Women will be
meeting at a local
restaurant in February and we will begin
making plans for our Easter Sunrise service that
is only a couple of months away.

Abel Center Baby Bottle
Boomerang

,WIV WLPH DJDLQ IRU WKH $EHO &HQW
fundraiser!! It is easy to participate. Just stop by the Narthex at
church and pick up an empty baby bottle, take it home and fill it
up with your spare change over the next few weeks and then
return it to the church by March 11th.

Your change will enable the Abel

center to provide vital resources to

area women in need.

Abel Center is a life-affirming Chris-
tian ministry bringing Christ's love
through Gospel truth, hope and help
to those facing an unplanned preg-
nancy, to those tempted by abortion
or sex outside of marriage, and to
those burdened by a past abortion.

The Abel Center is a locally organized and funded ministry that
was started in March of 1994. The purpose in opening the Abel
Center in this area was to provide a place for a woman to re-
ceive

empowerment to continue with her pregnancy
emotional and spiritual strength

resources for herself and child

gentle and genuine friendship
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