
United Methodist 
Men Breakfast 
All men and women are 
invited for a time of food 
and devotions on Friday, 
March 2nd, at 7:00 a.m. 
 

Fellowship Lunch 
Join Sunday for our 
monthly fellowship meal 
following the worship 
service. Bring along a 
favorite food to share 
with others.  
 

Baby Bottle 
Boomerang 
It’s almost time to turn 
in the baby bottles that 
you have been filling 
with change for the Abel 
Center. Please leave the 
bottles in the church 
office by Sunday, March 
11. For more information 
on the Abel Center check 
out www.abelcenter.org 

 
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 
Daylight Saving Time 
begins 3 weeks earlier 
this year than in past 
years. Don’t forget to set 
your clocks forward 
by one hour before going 
to bed on Saturday night, 
March 11th.  
 
 
 
 

Easter Bulletin 
We will be printing an 
Easter Bulletin for which 
you may submit names 
to be honored or 
memorialized in. For a 
donation of $5.00 we 
will include as many 
names as you wish to 
submit. Forms will be  
available in your weekly 
bulletin beginning on 
March 18th,  or you may 
mail your submissions to 
the church office. The 
deadline is April 1st. All 
donations will be applied 
toward paying our Fair 
Share Apportionment. 
 

District Youth 
Lock-in 
Friday, March 16, from 
10:00 PM to 6:00 AM at 
the Greater Bluefield 
Community Center. 
Cost $10 per youth. 
Each group is asked to 
bring cookies, pop and 
chips. Pizza will be 
provided. Any youth 
interested in going 
please check  With Fred 
Cook to see in he will be 
taking a group from our 
church. 
 

Tazewell District 
Lay Speaker 
Training 
Saturday,  April 21, from 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at 
the First United 

Methodist Church in 
Bluefield, VA. 
 

47th Annual 
Lenten 
Luncheons 
First Presbyterian 
Church, Downtown 
Bluefield, West Virginia. 

Time:  
11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. 
Wednesdays:  
February 21, 28 
March 7, 14, 21, 28 
Cost: $7.00 

Church Contact Information: 

Virginia Avenue UMC 

1901 Virginia Ave 

Bluefield, Virginia 24605 
 

Office: (276) 326-3700 

Parsonage: (276) 322-4438 

Cellular: (304) 960-4438 

 

Rev. Terry Goodman, Pastor 

Email:  

pastor@virginiaaveumc.com 

 

Leisa Moten,  

          Church Secretary 

Email:  

vaaveumc@verizon.net 

 

Rev. Don Nation 

District Superintendent 

(276) 988-4891 
 

Bishop James E. Swanson 

Residing Bishop 

(865) 690-4080 
 

Church Leadership 
Dave Parris— Administrative 
       Board Chairperson 
 

Joseph T. Johnson— Trustees 
 

D. J. Johnson—Building  
       and Grounds 
 

Jewel Johnson— 
     Parsonage Committee 
 

Patricia Douthat-Finance  
     Committee 
 

Derrill Douthat– Pastor  
     Parish Relations  
 

Linda Douthat—Council on  
     Ministries 
 

Worship Team Leaders: 
     Joyce Buchanan 
     Earl Erskine 
 

Evangelism Team Leader: 
     Derrill Douthat 
 

Fellowship Team Leaders: 
     Dona Kirby 
     Barbara Nash 
     Jewel Johnson 
 

Education Team Leader: 
     Sherry Cook 
 

Servant Ministries: 
     Dona Kirby 

HAPPENINGS ON THE 

AVENUE 

March 2007 

Virginia Avenue UMC 

Bluefield, Virginia 
 

http://www.virginiaaveumc.com 

 
March 2 — 7 a.m. 
UMM Breakfast 
 
March 7 — 12 p.m. 
Sarah Creasy Circle 
 
March 8 — 7 p.m. 
McGuire/Warden-Gill 
 
March 13 — 7 p.m. 
Ewilda Whitenack Circle 
 
March 19 — 7 p.m. 
Council on Ministries 
 
March 28 — Homebound 
Lunches 



Let’s Talk About the One Call 
Now System 

   By the time you read this, the One Call 
Now System will have been in place since 

late September. According to One Call 
Now, (see chart below), we have been using 

the system and getting the message out. We’ve 
announced church closings, meetings, special 

events, and deaths. Each leader of a group 
within the church has been given an access code 
and can now contact group members directly 
and quickly with information. The Prayer Chain 

is a good example of a group that uses 
the system regularly. 
   In terms of comments, the only ones 
that have made their way back to me 
have been positive. Everyone seems to 
like the timeliness of the calls and 
everyone seems to be a bit more 
informed about things happening at 
the church.  Thanks for your 
acceptance of this system and its 
ministry use in our church. 
   If for some reason you cannot 
understand the call made to you or 
your answering machine doesn’t 
record all of it, you can call a number 
and have it replayed to you. (see box 
below) 
 

  I noticed that the men of the church 
were cooking in the kitchen the other 
night. I saw Joe Johnson, Wally Rangeo, 
Dave Parris, Derrill Douthat, Justin 
Douthat, Willie Lowe, and Pastor Terry 
cooking pancakes and sausage. It sure 
smelled good that night and the food I 
tasted was good as well. 
   I enjoyed it the other day when the 
women of the Ewlida Whitenack Circle 
fixed a spaghetti lunch for Valentines' 
Day. They certainly worked hard on the 
meal. They also made a lot of cakes and 
passed them out to folks that ordered 
them. 
  I saw Billie Johnson 
bring two boxes of bright 
red pencils for the 
church to use in 
the pews.  
   It was a sad 
time, but also 
a happy time 
as Layne 
CǊŜƴŎƘΩǎ funeral 
was held the other day. His son Dan and 
his son in law Jim helped with the 
service. Dona Kirby and the United 
Methodist Women prepared soup and 
sandwiches for the family after the 
service. The meal was perfect for a cold 
winter day. 
   I really enjoyed the Ash Wednesday 
Service. The pastor asked Joyce 
Buchanan to place a lot of candles in 
the prayer chapel for the service. She 
did and the mood was very moving for 
the service to begin the season of Lent. 
   The choir was glad that Kathy Olinger 
was once again going to direct us for the 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ /ŀƴǘŀǘŀΦ LǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜǊ 
back. 
   I have missed a lot of you recently at 
church. With the services being 
canceled on two different Sundays, it 
ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
while. I hope the you will be in church 
this coming Sunday. 
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Happenings on the Avenue  is the monthly publication of the Virginia Avenue United Methodist Church. It is 
published the final week of each month. All articles and other material should be submitted by the third Sunday 
of each month. Reverend Terry Goodman is the editor and all questions or comments can be addressed to him at 
pastor@virginiaaveumc.com 

 

Visit us online at: 
http://www.virginiaaveumc.com  

A Report from  

One Call Now 
Since 09/27/2006 we have 
sent 47 messages to our 20+ 
groups, currently with a roster 
of 96 numbers. 

The system made 3,143 
attempts, re-dialing busy and 
no-answers, to get 1,958 
message deliveries to our 
groups. 

At 1 minute per call attempt, 
One Call Now service has saved 
us 52 hours 23 minutes so far. 

Can I hear the One Call Now Message 

Again? 
   YES! To hear a replay of the last few messages, simply ð 

 

1.  Call 1 -877 -698 -3261  

2.  Press 1  

3.  Enter Your Telephone Number with area code.  

(This replays the last message. Follow the voice prompts 

to listen to other messages.)  
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 Services for Holy Week 
   Holy Week begins with our Palm 

Sunday Service on Sunday April 1st.  

 

   The services of Holy week then continue 

with the Holy Thursday Foot Washing and 

Communion Service at the church at 7:00 

p.m. on Thursday April 5th. 

 

   Depending on what the Ministerial 

Association does, there may or may not be 

a Good Friday Service on the church on 

Friday night April 6th. 

 

Ministerial Association Hosts Holy Week Services 
   Once again the Bluefield Ministerial Association would like to invite 

you to come to our Holy Week Services and Luncheon. Beginning on 

Monday April 2nd and ending on Friday April 6th, we will meet at 

noon each day at the Bluefield First United Methodist Church on 

College Avenue. Following a brief service, we will then go to the 

church fellowship hall for a luncheon provided by the various churches 

during the week. 

Itõs time to start thinking about  
Vacation Bible School!!  

June 24 to June 28       6:00 to 8:30 p.m 
 

   We need to start planning so that we arenõt rushed 
at the last minute. Starting next week we will have 
sign up sheets in the bulletins for you to let us know 
how you want to be included in this exciting 
adventure! Even if you have helped every year we still 
need you to fill out the form so that we can be sure 
that no one is accidentally overlooked. This year 
Leisa Moten will be acting as our VBS director. 
 

Why should a church do Vacation 
Bible School and Is it worth their time and effort? 
   Vacation Bible School is the single largest outreach event for most churches. VBS is an exciting fun-filled time of 
Bible study. Because the setting is more relaxed, outreach opportunities are numerous. What an ideal setting for 
ministry. 
   One of the greatest tools for reaching children is vacation Bible school. Thousands of decisions for Christ are 
registered each summer during VBS. Theme generated excitement sets the stage for Bible study. Bible study leads 
to fun learning activities including crafts, music, missions, recreation, and of course snacks. All of which are 
excellent opportunities to present the gospel of Jesus Christ to those in attendance. In my experience, children love 
VBS. VBS is definitely worth it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt/Church 

Picnic 
 

Saturday, April 8th  
 

1:00 p.m.ð3:00 p.m. 
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Church Selected to 
Participate in Natural 
Church Development 
Process 
 
    Take a good look at those initials 
above. They stand for Natural 
Church Development. Our Annual 
Conference has trained a cadre of 
coaches to assist churches learn 
about themselves and apply the 
principles of NCD to their church. 
 
   Virginia Avenue UMC is one of 
the churches in the first round of 
assignments. In the weeks and 
months ahead, you will hear more 
and more about NCD and its 
growth principles. The process is 
not designed to implant some pre-
planned program into our church 
that we must slavishly follow. It is 
designed to assess our church in 
eight areas and to help us 
strengthen the weal areas so that 
we might have a more holistic 
ministry. Each church will have its 
own set of strengths and 
weaknesses. The coaches, two 
United Methodist ministers, will 
assist us in this process. 
 
   On the remainder of this page are 
some excerpts to help you 
understand  the premise of NCD. 
Please read over them and begin 
praying for our church, its leaders, 
and our coaches as this process 
begins. 

The Essence of NCD 
 

FIRST-NCD focuses on increasing the quality of a 

church rather than on numerical growth goals. This em-
phasis on church health has proven to be the key to ongo-
ing growth and multiplication.  

SECONDðThe center of NCD is the all by itself princi-

ple that can be observed in health churches around the 
globe. All NCD principles are answers to the questions; 
How can this God -given growth potential be released.  

THIRDðOn all levels of church life, NCD encourages 

creativity, authenticity and diversity. Rather than selling a 
specific church model, NCD helps Christians and churches 
to discover and develop their individuality.  

FOURTHðNCD assists believers in rediscovering cen-

tral Biblical concepts and relating them to their everyday 
lives. Only those success factors that pass the ñBible 
checkò are incorporated into NCD tools. 

FIFTHðChurches that have done three or more NCD 

surveys, have increased their average growth rate by 
51% between the first and third survey. We plant. We 
water. God gives the increase.  

Natural Church 

Development is 

all about 

releasing the 

potential that 

God has already 

implanted in our 

lives. Based on 

research in more 

that 40,000 

churches on all 

six continents, 

NCD describes 

universal 

principles that 

are applicable 

regardless of 

culture or 

spiritual style.  

 

 
   Churches have a tendency to become focused on fruit ðgrowing attendance, dy-
namic programs, funded budgets, expanding facilities.   In this pursuit, it is often 
forgotten that the root produces the fruit.   Abundant fruit can only grow from a 
healthy root system.  
     Natural Church Development provides a reliable survey tool for measuring the 
health of your church in 8 critical areas. These Quality Characteristics have proven 
themselves essential in building healthy churches!  

Empowering Leadership  

Gift -oriented Ministry  

Passionate Spirituality  

Functional Structures  

Inspiring Worship Services  

Holistic Small Groups  

Need -oriented Evangelism  

Loving Relationships  

   All 8 of the Quality Characteristics are needed for a healthy church.   Just as man 
cannot live by bread alone, a church cannot grow to health on any one quality.  
Natural Church development also relies on 6 principles of growth to facilitate the 
health and growth in these quality areas.  

Interdependence  

Multiplication  

Energy transformation  

Multi -usage  

Symbiosis  

Functionality  

   These 6 principles are often referred to as Biotic Principles because they release 
the churches ability to grow all by itself.   Together, these 8 qualities and 6 Biotic 
Principles provide potent tools for bringing health and growth to your church!  

What is Natural Church Development 
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 The weather has taken its toll on our worship services.  So far this winter, we have 
had to cancel service three times. However, we have still managed to keep going and 
we are looking forward to our next big event. On Easter morning, we will host our 
Annual Easter Sunrise Breakfast. We’ll have a service and following the service, we’ll 
go to the fellowship Hall for our traditional breakfast meal. We hope everyone will 
plan on joining with us for this special worship service and meal. 
 

March 18 is One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
  
A UMNS Report                     By Linda Beher*           Feb. 23, 2007 
 

   Goharik Gevorgyan lives in rural Yerevan, a ñmarze,ò or province of Armenia, where interlacing mountain ranges 

surround her home. 

   She attends school regularly because her mother now can afford school fees that were once a constant worry. 

Thanks to a small-business loan from a micro-credit program run by the United Methodist Committee on Relief, Mrs. 

Gevorgyan operates a fish-smoking business that provides a decent living. 

   UMCOR operates such ministries in Armenia and around the world because of extra financial support through the 

annual One Great Hour of Sharing offering received by United Methodist congregations across the United States. 

This yearôs special offering will be conducted March 18. 

   For more than 50 years in the United States, millions of Christians have joined annually for One Great Hour of 

Sharingðto share Godôs love through a special offering to help vulnerable people around the world. This yearôs of-

fering is sponsored by Church World Service and nine Christian denominations, including The United Methodist 

Church. Together, the offering supports ministries that help people and communities suffering from the effects of 

disaster, conflict or severe economic hardship. 

   Through United Methodist congregations, One Great Hour of Sharing is a primary funding source of UMCOR, 

which does not receive denominational apportionment or World Service funds. UMCOR is the agency that, in behalf 

of The United Methodist Church, brings hope and aid when catastrophe strikes anywhere in the world. 

    UMCOR has worked in Armenia since 1994 in response to chronic war, extreme poverty and natural disasters. 

Through agency ministries such as the AREGAK micro-credit program for women, Goharik and children like her 

now live with hope. 

   The word ñaregak,ò or ñsunshineò in Armenian, is an acronym for the ministry established in 1997 aimed at raising 

the living standards of poor women throughout Armenia. 

   The AREGAK program provides small loans backed by groups of guarantors selected by the applicants themselves. 

Before a loan is granted, the applicant and her financial support group attend training sessions to ensure success. 

More than 15,000 clients have built home businesses, expanded existing enterprises and, most importantly, trans-

formed hopelessness into hope. 

   One Great Hour of Sharing donations are essential to UMCOR because the funds help underwrite the cost of doing 

business so that 100 percent of the money donated to a specific UMCOR project goes to that project and not to home 

office and administrative costs, according to the Rev. R. Randy Day, chief executive of the United Methodist Board 

of Global Ministries, UMCORôs parent agency. 

   ñThe One Great Hour of Sharing offering on March 18 is a gift of stability to UMCOR,ò said Day. ñOur ability to 

respond and remain until the job is done is in direct proportion to the generosity of United Methodists at this time of 

offering.ò 

   Offering gifts from One Great Hour of Sharing over and above those used to cover administrative costs are chan-

neled where they are most needed, Day said. UMCORôs specialized ministriesðresponding in disaster, fighting hun-

ger, alleviating poverty, providing relief supplies around the world and offering hospitality to immigrants and refu-

geesðall assist the worldôs most vulnerable people. 
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   The IRS has changed the 
way that it does business in 
regards to reporting of cash 
donations to charities. In 
the past, you could put a 
few dollars in the offering 
plate and claim a deduction 
at the end of the year for a 
modest donation. 
 
   That was then. This is 
now. If you make a cash 
donation to the church and 
wish to be able to deduct 
that donation on your 
taxes, then you must 
enclose the donation in an 
envelope that clearly has 
your name marked upon it. 
We will record the donation 
and issue you a statement 
at the end of the year that 
you can use as proof of your 
donation. 
 
   Also please remember 
that single donations by 
check of $250 or more 
must also be claimed on a 
statement issued from the 
church. Your check will not 
act as a proof of donation 
for amounts of $250 or 
greater. 
 
   Please consider that we 
have had to miss two 
Sundays due to weather. If  
this happens in the future, 
please don’t forget to 
include the amount for the 
Sunday we missed in your 
next Sunday’s offering. 

A Letter from Bishop Swanson 
 

The following letter was sent to churches that paid 100% of their 2006 

Conference Fair Share. We did not receive one, however, since Virginia 

Avenue did not meet its Conference Fair Share Apportionment. I did, though, 

want to share it with you so that you might see some of the ministries that 

support of the Fair Share underwrite. Especially notice the second paragraph.  

 

 

 

January 25, 2007  

 

Dear Holston Conference Congregation, 

 

The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 8:1-4 ñNow, friends, I want to report on 

the surprising and generous ways which God is working in the churches in 

Macedonia Province. Fierce  Troubles came down on the people of those 

churches, pushing them to the very limit. The trial exposed their true colors: 

They were incredibly happy, though desperately poor. Pressure triggered 

something totally unexpected: an outpouring of pure and generous giftsé They 

gave offerings of whatever they couldðfar more than they could afford!ð

pleading for the privilege of helping out in the relief of poor Christians.ò And 

like the apostle Paul I want you also to know that your payment of 100% of your 

Fair Share Offering and the generosity displayed in doing so did not go without 

notice. 

 

Your gift makes it possible that the gospel may be preached in word and deed in 

Africa, Europe and Asia. Your gift assists young people to attend places of higher 

education. Your gift helps those called by God to be preachers to attend seminary 

and become effective in ministry. Your gift helps to train Sunday School workers, 

provides continuing education opportunities for your pastors and lay staff. Your 

gift makes it possible for us to have staff for Resurrection, Divine Rhythm, 

Camping and Retreat Ministries, and ministries on college and university 

campuses. Your gift insures that a retired pastor and their family will have a 

livable income after retirement and insurance coverage. And all of this happens 

using only about thirteen cents out of every dollar you give to your church. 

 

Thank you for trusting us to make sure that these needs are met in the Holston 

Conference, in the 9 states of the Southeastern Jurisdiction, in the United States, 

and around the world. You are truly an inspiration to me and you are the fuel that 

makes ministry in and through the Holston Conference happen. Thank you. 

 

      Yours in Christ, 

      James E. Swanson, Sr. 
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Steve Alexander 

Martha Alvis 

Sue Barbery 

Christopher Bowen 

Bessie Brewer 

James Brown 

Martha Jane Chudina 

Bill Coon 

Jerry Connelly 

David Danley 

Randy Davis 

Glenda Estep 

Roscoe & Margaret 
Farmer 

Nell Fulcher 

The Goodman’s 

Mary Beth Gills 

Shirley Helmondollar 

Vernon & Hop Hopkins 

Ronnie Houchins 

Tracy & Betty Janutalo 

Nancy Lester 

Juanita Maiuri 

Norma Morgan 

Thelma Moten 

Eddie Perdue 

Janet Riffe 

Sydney Shepherd 

Wanda Stevenson 

Lloyd Walker 

George Walker 

Carlene Workman 

Unspoken Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Johnsonðnew email 
address:   ignitionads@cox.net 
 
Natalie Laccasodeðcorrect 
phone # 304-952-6205 
 
Bill Haverðcorrect phone #  
          276-970-5780 
 
Rita Pauley  Birthday-10/16 
Daughter-Sarah Birthday 9/11 
719 Shenandoah Avenue 
Bluefield, WV 24701 
(304) 325-3280 
 
Paul Durhamôs correct phone 
number is 276-322-4565 

Lucian & Sadie Bailey 

Bess Brewer 

Jim Barrett 

Clyde Bowling 

Sybil Dudley 

Ruth Fleshman 

Nell Fulcher 

Thelma & Beaman  

Johnston 

Myrtle Kinser 

Wanda Stevenson 

Murray & Eva Pope 

Mays Ball 

Rev. Hugh Ferguson 

Carlene Workman 

Scott Johnston 

Vernon & Hop Hopkins 

 

Prayer Chain Contacts: 

 

Reverend Goodman 

Home: (276) 322-4438 

Office: (276) 326-3700 

Cellular: (304) 960-4438 

 

Becky Richardson 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 

Home: (276) 326-2759 

 

Call one of these numbers 

to activate the prayer 

chain. 

Daylight Savings 
Time Starts Early 

This Year. 

Set Your Clocks 
Ahead When you 

Go to Bed on 

March 10th. 



V
ir

g
in

ia
 A

v
e
n

u
e 

U
M

C
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

 N
o

n
-P

ro
fi

t 
O

rg
. 

 

1
9

0
1

 V
ir

g
in

ia
 A

v
e 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

U
.S

. 
P

o
st

ag
e 

P
d

. 
 

B
lu

ef
ie

ld
, 

V
ir

g
in

ia
 2

4
6

0
5

  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
B

lu
ef

ie
ld

, 
V

A
  

R
e

tu
rn

 S
e

rv
ic

e
 R

e
q

u
e

s
te

d
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

 
P

E
R

M
IT

 #
 5

4
 

  Happenings on the Avenue       March 2007    Page 8 

Dear Ladies of Virginia Avenue UMC, 
  

 Your kindness will always be remembered and 
appreciated. 
 

 May the Lord truly bless you for your wonderful 
ministry to our Dad, Layne French, and our heartfelt thank
-you for the wonderful meal and caring spirit. 
    In His name, 
    Dan & Debbie 

 
Joe Johnson wishes to extend his thanks to everyone for all the cards, prayer, 
calls, and other expressions of care during his recent illness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Families of ... 
 

Margaret Jones 

Janice Wagner 

Layne French 

W. F. Neel 

Elizabeth Davidson 

 

March Birthdays: 
 

 4 Jeff Johnson 

5  Rousseline Rodene 

8 Patty Douthat 

12 Beverly Blalock 

13 Shirley Erskine 

15 McKay Gillenwater 

 Keri Nuckolls 

16 David Amburn  

17 George Chudina, Jr. 

18 Charlotte Nuckols 

 Darrow Harman 

20 Nancy Patton 

David Alvis 

21 Judith Smith 

 Jonathan Angove 

24 Shelby Ward 

26 Reagyn Ramsay  

27 Patricia Ann Ratcliffe 

 

March Anniversaries:  
 

 2 Robert & Beatrice Perry 

5 Shirley & Earl Erskine 

15 Terry & Tina Reed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of  Layne French 

 By: Joe & Jewel Johnson 

 

In Memory of  Layne French 

 By: Vicky & Tracy French 


