HAPPENINGS ON THE
AVENUE
April 2007

Virginia Avenue UMC
Bluefield, Virginia

http://www.virginiaaveumc.com

UMM Breakfast

Cancelled

Our monthly men’s
breakfast has been
cancelled for the month of
April. We are asking for our
men to attend the
community Holy Week
Breakfast and devotion
time at First United
Methodist Church.

Office Closed

In observance of the Easter
Holiday, the church office
will be closed from Friday
April 6th through Monday
April 9th.

VBS Meeting

There will be a meeting of
all volunteers for Vacation
Bible School on Sunday,
April 15th, at 4:00 p.m.
This will probably be the
only comprehensive
meeting that will be
scheduled so it is very
important that everyone
who will be working with
VBS attend.

Holston Home for
Children Offering

For 108 years, Holston
Home has been helping
children in the Name of
Christ to be successful. your
generous gift on April

29th will make a
difference.

Mot her 6s
Bulletin

The Richardson
Friendship Class will be
offering a Mother’s Day
Memorial bulletin. You
may submit names of

Dalp

people you want to
honor/memorialize for
$1.00 per name. Inserts
will be in the weekly
bulletins. Deadline will
be May 6th.

National Day of

Prayer

Community Services will
be held at Graham
Middle School on May
3rd from 6:00—8:30
p.m.

Lay Speakers
Training

Saturday, April 21, at
First UMC. Registration
fee will be $20. The
advanced course will be
led by Rev. Ray Amos
and the basic course by
Rev. Ann Blair.
Deadline for registration
is April 10th. Forms are
available in the church
office.

Baby Bottle

Boomerang

Please return all baby
bottles for the Abel
Center to the church
office if you have not
already done so.

Teen Challenge

Teen Challenge is excited
announce that they have
a Prison Teen Challenge
program now. Offering the
same curriculum that has
been restoring broken lives
at their centers for more
than 40 years to inmates

in a local prison. For more

info see the flyer on the
bulletin board in the
narthex.

Congratulations are

in Order!

Dr. Susan (Kirby) Robinett,
Concord University
Associate Professor of
Business, has been awarded
the prestigious honor of the
West Virginia Business
Education Collegiate
Teacher of the Year for
2007. Susan is the
daughter of Tom & Dona
Kirby.

April1 —6p.m.
Administrative Board
April 4 — 12 p.m.
Sarah Creasy Circle
April5—7p.m.

Holy Thursday Service
April 10 — 7 p.m.
Ewilda Whitenack Circle
April 12 — 7 p.m.
McGuire/Warden-Gill
April 15 — 4 p.m.

VBS Meeting

April 16 — 7 p.m.
Council on Ministries
April 22 — 12 p.m.
Education Rally

April 25 — Homebound
Lunches

April 27— UMM Sand-
wich Ministry

Church Contact Information:
Virginia Avenue UMC

1901 Virginia Ave

Bluefield, Virginia 24605

Office: (276) 3263700
Parsonage: (276) 32438
Cellular: (304) 964438

Rev. Terry Goodman, Pastor
Email:
pastor@virginiaaveumc.com

Leisa Moten,

Church Secretary
Email:
vaaveumc@verizon.net

Rev. Don Nation
District Superintendent
(276) 9884891

Bishop James E. Swanson
Residing Bishop
(865) 6904080

Church Leadership
Dave Parris— Administrative
Board Chairperson

Joseph T. Johnson— Trustees

D. J. Johnson—Building
and Grounds

Jewel Johnson—
Parsonage Committee

Patricia Douthat-Finance
Committee

Derrill Douthat— Pastor
Parish Relations

Linda Douthat—Council on
Ministries

Worship Team Leaders:
Joyce Buchanan
Earl Erskine

Evangelism Team Leader:
Derrill Douthat

Fellowship Team Leaders:
Dona Kirby
Barbara Nash
Jewel Johnson

Education Team Leader:
Sherry Cook

Servant Ministries:
Dona Kirby
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I Will Continue the Daily

A NotQ frem Reflections
tﬁ@ t I hope that you have been reading my
Fo‘tg oP daily reflections either online or in

/ printed form. Over 1,300 people have
read the online version since | began

posting them on my blog. | know of about 10

or so that regularly pick up copies of the

printed form each week. | enjoy writing them

and will continue to do so at least through
Pentecost. So please keep reading and let me

" know what you think about the reflections.
Il t6s Time for Spring Cleagn
It is time for some spring cleaning and | need your help. One thing |

need to borrow is a good pair of bolt cutters. It seems that | have put
a lock on the under porch storage area and have now misplaced the
keys. | could use those right away. Then in the first part of May, |
need to borrow a high pressure washer. I'd like to wash down the
parsonage siding. So if you would loan me these items, then give me
acall.

Can | hear the
One Call Now Message Again?

YES! To hear a replay of the last few messages, simply

1. Call1-877-698-3261
2. Press1
3. Enter Your Telephone Number with area code.

(This replays the last message. Follow the voice prompts
to listen to other messages.)

Visit us online at:
http://www.virginiaaveumc.com

Happenings on the Avenigethe monthly publication of the Virginia Avenue United Methodist Church. It is Jy
published the final week of each month. All articles and other material should be submitted by the third Sund
of each month. Reverend Terry Goodman is the editor and all questions or comments can be addressed to hi
pastor@virginiaaveumc.com

There have been a lot of comings an
goings this past month and a lot of ne
things have appeared in the church. J
the other day, | notice®pie Forbes

bring a microwave into the church offi¢

so that people can warm food on
Sunday mornings. | also noticed &e
Billie Johnsordo NA Yy 3A Yy 3 |
television to the church. The TV was
placed on a cart thalack Allermade in
KAa ¢622R aK2L) TN
KS KIR fte@Aay3a |
good it would have looked if he had
AIRQRE 622R (2 62
terrific now!

| also noticed that there
were a lot of men
changing light bulbs in
the sanctuary. |
remember
seeingJoe D.
Johnson, Joe
T. Johnson,
David Parris,
andWally
Range@ L
was helping out.
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has been busy creating various scenes

to help portray the events of Holy
Week.

It also makes me feel good when | sg
all the folks that sign the get well and
sympathy cards that we place on the
table in the narthex each Sunday
Y2NYyAYy3Id LQY a&dz2NB
that receive them appreciate the love
that comes with the card.

L K2LIISR Ay (KS
went with him to the Mayflower
Restaurant where the folks at
Macedonia celebrated | NH I NJB (
90th birthday on March 31st.

The Church Library sure looks nice
after Joe and Billie Johnsorieaned it
up. Come in a check out a book to reg

| also heard thafack Alleralso made

the wooden table that is in the narthex.
T‘THe is a handy man to have around!
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(( | “__.—j\ '~ Services for Holy Week
=100\ Holy Week begins with our Palm
~—== /.~ Sunday Service on Sunday April 1st.
— e
‘ \\/‘ { 1 i
The services of Holy week then contir
l,\:'," with the Holy Thursday Foot Washing &

Communion Service at the church at 7:
p.m. on Thursday April 5th.
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L ‘:r

b

‘ The Ministerial Association also invite

H O LY W E E K you to join them at a community Good

Friday service at 7:00 p.m. on Friday
April 6th at the Ebenezer United Methodist Church.

Ministerial Association Hosts Holy Week Services

Once again the Bluefield Ministerial Association would like to inyi

you to come to our Holy Week Services and Luncheon. Beginning
Monday April 2nd and ending on Friday April 6th, we will meet at
noon each day at the Bluefield First United Methodist Church on
College Avenue. Following a brief service, we will then go to the
church fellowship hall for a luncheon provided by the various chur
during the week.

O D =

Virginia Avenue UMC
Easter Egg Hunt/Church Picnic
Saturday, April 7th
1:00 p.m.d 3:00 p.m.

Macedonia UMC

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday April 7th
11:00 a.m. at the church.

eS

You are invited to
join us as the
choir performs:

Behold the
Lamb

Easter Sunday-
April 8th

at the morning

worship service.

Join us on Holy Thursdayd April 5th at 7:00
p.m., for a special preview of one of the
songs from the cantata.

Community Egg Hunt
Bluefield College
Saturday March 30th

4:00 p.m.

On Easter
Sunday, we
will once again
have a
flowering
Easter Cross at
the Virginia
Avenue
entrance to
the church.
We will have

Flowering
some flowers C”'OSS
available to

place in the wire mesh of the cross.
However, we would like to invite you to
also bring some flowers to place in the
cross on that morning. Any kind of
flowers will do. If the buttercups are still
blooming, they look especially nice. If you
can’t bring any flowers, then please take
one from the bucket and put it on the
Cross.
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Reverend Goodman to
Receive Natural Church
Development Coaches
Training

Reverend Goodman has been asked to
take the NCD Coaches training course that
will be offered Friday April 27th through
Sunday April 29th in Knoxville. This
course will prepare him to help a church
undergo the NCD process.

Virginia Avenue is one of the churches
chosen in the first round of assignments to
work through the process. We have been
assigned the Reverend Kathy Hale as our
lead coach and the Reverend David
Brannock as our assistant coach. By the
time you receive this newsletter, Reverend
Goodman will have met with them and the
process will be under way. More
information will be shared as things
develop.

You are asked to be in prayer for our
church and that God would guide the
coaches and the church through this
process that will ultimately make our
church a stronger church and more
effective in its ministries to its members
and the community around us.

During the month of April, both
Reverend Goodman and Leisa will
out of the office at different times
using some of their vacation time.

be

Reverend Goodman will be on Vacation
from Tuesday April 10 through Sunday
April 15th. He will be back in the office on
Monday afternoon April 16th. If an
emergency arises during this time, you
can contact him at the parsonage.

P i N
ON VACATION

Leisa will be on vacation beginning Monday April 16— Friday April
20th. This means anything that needs to be included in the bulletin
for Sunday April 22nd, needs to be given to Leisa by Wednesday
morning April 11, 2007. Please note this deadline and get any
information to her so that she can complete the April 22nd bulletin
before going on vacation.

District Superintendent to Preach at Churches on
April 29th

While Reverend Goodman is at the NCD training event on
April 29th, our District Superintendent, the Reverend Don
Nation will be preaching at both churches.

Don is a former pastor at Virginia Avenue, so it will be a
homecoming of sorts for him. It will be his first opportunity to
preach at the Macedonia UMC. Please mark this date on your
calendars and plan on attending these services.

Bishop Swanson Calls Clergy to A Day Apart

Bishop Swanson has asked all clergy to attend a special day a
apart time with the Bishop. I will be attending the meeting on
Tuesday April 17, 2007 and will be unavailable on that day.
Please contact me on Wednesday morning April 18th.

This year the Tazewell District
mMwill bd ci@ating hands on mission
Kits for the Marie Humbane
Center in Mozambique Africa.
We create a Boys Clothing kit.
Once the Council on Ministries

't 6s Ti
Put Together
the Hands on
Mission Kits

for 2007 decides on the number we will
Annual create, a sign up sheet will be
Conference placed in the Volunteer Roster

in the Narthex.

Each Kit Will Contain:
1 pair of pants: Size 1% (ages &.8)
1 Raincoat (not a poncho) size-12 or size 14.8
1 Pair of shoes Sizel3
A 3 pack of Underwear sized medium or large
A 6 pack socks (thin) sizel8
ORS3 pair of brown or gray knee socks

$5.00 for shipping and handling
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Join Us for our Help Us Honor our 9 N
April Fellowship Luncheon ||Graduating High School <
on Sunday Aprll st S‘I?r:?sloe!‘asr we will once again honor our Graduates
Bring a couple of your favorite dishes to shay gradua};mg high school segr]nors with a
\t,r\?it:\/tvri]l(ljztlasghg[ewm also be attending. Since banquet on Wednesday night May 9th at A.J._Carver
Palm Sunday Fellowship 6:00 p.m. We will have an hamburger Emily Dye
we may have. @. Luncheon and hot dog cookout. The church will McKay Gillenwater
several guests ;.”‘:_ /«; ,% supply the hamburgers and hot dogs, Stephanie Kinder

7 and the main part of the meal. We need

visiting with us

onthat day. So '+ /4 gff&:’fl -
be sure to bring " IR SN
plenty of food &\

for this meal.

Pastor Calls for a

Angela Reed
Suzanne Buchanan

your donations to purchase these items
and we also need you to supply

desserts. Although the meal may be ():
for the graduates, everyone is J

condiments for the hamburgers and
)
encouraged to attend as we honor this milestone in their lives.

Christian Educators

Rally On April 22nd

Reverend Goodman has called for all
persons involved in the Christian
Education ministries of our church to

0S dé NRdzyR I YR

The Ewilda Whitenack Circle will be sellirjug
cakes to honor mothers. These cakes will

aa
be a donation of $4 per cake. Each cake

y 3£
will

FGGSYR F ALISOALTE dp Rexdec@ratgd angaan beperspnalized with
that Christian Education currently plays i @€2dN) Y2ZUKSND& ylFYS| AT
our church and to envision its future rolg , may choose from the following flavor
in the ministries of the church. Mother's Day Cakes qmpinations:
All persons currently involved in some
F3LISOG 2F {dzyRE& {|{Dkz22f s / KAt RNBYEW cake/ white icing,
Church, or Wednesday night classes hag . chocolate cake / white icing, r
been sent a letter and asked to attend the . red velvet cake / cream cheese icing.
after church meeting on Sunday April
22nd. A light lunch will be served and wg
will then spend time discussing this 9
important issue. Yard The Virginia_Avenue Uniteo! Methodist Women
If you are involved in some aspect of will have their Annual Parking Lot Yard Sale on
OKAf RNBYyQasz &2dziKJ z QW Gatugdydvidy Sth.ABetyeentnow and then you are
ministries, then you need to be at this @ encouraged to begin bringing items that can be
meeting. If you have not yet received yor sold at the sale. You can place the items on the
stage in the basement. All we ask is that it be in salable condition.
|
, — LGQ&a 91FaGSNIGAYS i al OSR2yAl ® ¢KIFdG YS|ya
. { =5/l Service and our Easter morning breakfast. We will begin the morning with a service of worship
= Q at 7:30 a.m. Following the worship service, we will have a pot luck breakfast at about 8:15
a.m. Everyone is asked to bring along a dish or two of breakfast items and join us for this

meal. We will then have our regular worship service at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to this

’- J[("v. special day of worship.

Macedonia
Moments

We were glad for the opportunity to celebrate Margaret Jones' 90th birthday at the
Mayflower Restaurant. We are also saddened to see Brenda Bass make the final move

to her new home in North Carolina.

down
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~ What Does Popcorn Have to Do With Teaching Money Skills? ~

When | was a child, one of the family activities | enjoyed the most was the weekly ritual of making popcorn.
Now I'm not talking about the "throw a bag in the microwave" kind of popcorn. I'm talking about tkschtbl
method where you put the kernels of corn in the bottom of a popcorn maker along with a little oil and then wait
several minutes before the popping action got rolling.

I must admit that at times it felt like it took forever for the first kernel to pop. But when it did, | knew the secon
third and fourth kernels weren't far behind.

The same can be said for parents and grandparents who are trying to teach healthy financial habits to the ne
generation. It might start out slow, but once the first healthy habit forms you will find that it becomes contagiou
only for that individual but also for others in the family.

This concept proved itself out last week when | was in Naples, Florida for a speaking engagement.

It was a beautiful Saturday morning and | was completing theigd¢br my presentation when a couple walked in a
aFrAR bH52 @&2dz NBYSYOSNJ dzaKh L RARYyQdG +Fd FANRG FYyR
ago | had done a presentation at their home in Minnesota for three generations of their family.

Later that morning, Sandy shared with the attendees of the Naples workshop that a suggestion | had made d
their family meeting was yielding significant dividends. In short, | had recommended that each family infuse sh
into the financial routine of their children as a way to counteract the messages of-hgpsumption.

Sandy went on to say that later that year their twelve yeltt granddaughter purchased a share of a goat through

the Heifer Projectyww.heifer.org for she and Jim's Christmas present. Animals purchased through Heifer help
families in developing countries become s@lfiant. As you might imagine, Sandy and Jim were thrilled. Pop.
The following year the entire family picked up on the idea and gave several animals through the Heifer Project
of Sandy and Jim. Pop, pop.

That's what happens when you teach healthy financial habits to the next generakierbehavior is often replicate
throughout the family. And in this instance the first kernel was their twelve-g&hgranddaughter.

The other day | heard someone say that "materialism will not fulfill your purpose of existence." So, in the spirit
"popping corn” follow these instructions:

1. At the next family gathering, talk with your family about why you think it is important to infuse sharing into thg
financial routine.

2. Give them a few examples to get started (e.g. making a donation or
volunteering time in honor of someone they care about). This article was taken from the newsletter

3. Be patient. It may take a few months for the first kernel to pop. gzirgeénsf‘;’; Sggngmaxgnﬁ;f’g’h'\gha”

2007. Copyright Nathan Dungan.

Nathan Dungan is the president and founder
of Share -Save-SpendE an organifza
helps people of all ages develop and maintain
What other financial opportunities in your family have yielded healthy financial habits. He has become one

similar pop -corn results? of the nati onatdexpetsonfad s (g

ily finances and the effects of mass market-
ing on young people.

To learn more about his ministry, please visit
his website at :

More than 1.2 billion people in the world live on less than $1 a day. http://www.sharesavespend.com

Source: United Nations
If you like what he has to say, then please

share the information with a friend.
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Lucian & Sadie Bailey
Bess Brewer

Murray & Eva Pope
Mays Ball

Jim Barrett Rev. Hugh Ferguson
Clyde Bowling Carlene Workman
Sybil Dudley Scott Johnston

Ruth Fleshman Vernon & Hop Hopkins
Nell Fulcher

Thelma & Beaman

Johnston

Myrtle Kinser
Wanda Stevenson

| =

Remember Our
Hometouch Members

In Memory of Layne French
By: Helen & Jerry French
Joe & Jewel Johnson
United Methodist Men
Ralph & Jean Brown

In Memory of Ewilda & Paul Whitenack
By: Drs. Betty & Ben Alexander

In Loving Memory of my parents,

Clyde and Lillian Copley, on their birthdays

By: Pat Copley O

In Memory of Bernard Smith
By: Joe and Wanda Stevenson

In Memory of Marvin Kirk
By: Joe and Wanda Stevenson

In Honor of Judy Smith
By: Prayer Partner

Thank you for your
prayers, calls, cards, and
caring support at the
death of my father. The
support from this church
family is treasured and
appreciated.

Thank you,
Cindy & Jeter Workman
Family of
Ballard McGraw

A daol |

Prayer Chain Contacts:

Reverend Goodman
Home: (276) 3224438
Office: (276) 3263700
Cellular: (304) 964438

Becky Richardson
Prayer Chain Coordinator
Home: (276) 32759

Call one of these numbers
to activate the prayer
chain.

>
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Steve Alexander
Martha Alvis

Sue Barbery
Christopher Bowen
Bessie Brewer
James Brown
Martha Jane Chudina
Bill Coon

Jerry Connelly
David Danley
Randy Davis
Glenda Estep

Roscoe & Margaret
Farmer

Nell Fulcher

The Goodman’s

Mary Beth Gills
Shirley Helmondollar
Vernon & Hop Hopkins
Ronnie Houchins
Tracy & Betty Janutalo
Nancy Lester

Juanita Maiuri

Norma Morgan

Eddie Perdue

Janet Riffe

Sydney Shepherd
Wanda Stevenson
Lloyd Walker

George Walker
Carlene Workman
Unspoken Requests
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Vacation Bible School!!
June 24 to June 28 sEao
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. 582
= © O
L
We still needed helpers for VBS inthe| |3 a 3 =
following areas: é g o g
+ registration
+ guides (leads children to & from sites
+ music leaders and helpers
+ recreation
+ helpers to site leaders.
Please take time Sunday to fill out a volunteer form and let us know
how you can help our children pllunge into God
Colton Caine Bailey
March 9, 2007
6 Ibs. 4 oz.
{ 22 inches long
Parents: Luke and Molinda Bailey
: Abigal Lauren McCraven
‘newborns. February22, 2007
5Ibs. 13 oz. -
19 inches long 0
Grandparents: Jim and Brenda Bass g§> g %
Jacob Robert Angove Sgsc
March 8, 2007 2558
6 Ibs. 150z. <°>E’-§,> s
19.5 inches long ss29
Parents: Jason and Lisa Angove 598 3
Sqamc

&RK&%%&K&&%&&&K&&%&K&&%&&K

John Bowen
30 Betty Coon

April Birthdays:

2 Terry Goodman
& 6 '\Dﬂsrt.]trlge:r'”?gtgg April Anniversaries:
& 7 David Buchanan 5 Kathy & David Olinger
%ﬁ 11 Glenn Buchanan 17 Brenda & Luster
Adam Hicks Brooks
14 Mary Ann Chudina 22  John & Diane
18 Jason Angove McGinnis

23 Barbara Nash 30 Linda & Buzzy Douthat

% Christa Lowe
®

A N N N R R R REY

&
ii
®
.
.
®
®
%



