HAPPENINGS ON THE
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May 2007

Virginia Avenue UMC
Bluefield, Virginia

http://www.virginiaaveumc.com

UMM Breakfast
The United Methodist
Men would like to invite
all of our men to join
them on May4th for their
monthly prayer/
devotional breakfast.
Take the opportunity to
invite a friend to come
along and experience
fellowship in a natural
and non-threatening
atmosphere.

Mother’s Day
Memorial

Bulletin

The Richardson
Friendship Class is
sponsoring a Mother’s
Day memorial bulletin
again this year. If you
would like to submit
names to be included
please fill in the insert in
the bulletin then place it
in the offering plate or
mail it to the church
office. A donation of
$1.00 per name is
requested. Make checks
payable to the
Richardson Friendship
Class. The deadline for
submissions is May 6th.

Favorite Songs

for Summer

During the month of
June we will be
providing a insert in each
week’s bulletin for you to
fill in with the name of
your favorite

hymns.

We will tally the entries
and then in July and
August we will use the
top nominated songs as
our hymns for Sunday
Morning Worship.

So start thinking about
what your favorite
hymns are and be sure
to “vote” for them in

=

May 2 — 12 p.m.
Sarah Creasy Circle

June. 1514831;2 — ? P-Ilg-
. meal at Ryan’s
Graduating
May 3 — 7 p.m.

Seniors Banquet.
Everyone is invited to
come help our 2007

National Day of Prayer
Service at Town Hall

high school graduates %4%\? §r7e:l.<rfrall.s X
celebrate their

achievements. On May 5 — 8 a.m.—2 p.m.
Wednesday, May o, at UMW Parking Lot Sale
6:00 p.m. we will be May 6 — 12 p.m.
having a banquet in Fellowship Lunch

their honor. Please

reserve that date on May 6 — 3 p.m.

your calendar and come VBS meeting

show our youth how May 6 — 6 p.m.

proud we are of them! | Pre-Conference Briefing

UMW Parking 11;/13%53 wipm Cirel
Lot Sale wilda 1tenack Circle
The UMW will have May 9 — 6 p.m..

their Annual Parking Graduating Senior Ban-
Lot Yard Sale on quet

Saturday May 5th. May 10 — 7 p.m.

Between now and then
you are encouraged to
begin bringing items
that can be sold at the
sale. You can place the
items on the stage in the
basement. All we ask is
that it be in salable
condition.

McGuire/Warden-Gill
May 21 — 7 p.m.

Council on Ministries
May 27— UMM Sandwich
Ministry

May 30 — Homebound
Lunches

Church Contact Information:
Virginia Avenue UMC

1901 Virginia Ave
Bluefield, Virginia 24605

Office: (276) 326-3700
Parsonage: (276) 322-4438
Cellular: (304) 960-4438

Rev. Terry Goodman, Pastor
Email:
pastor@virginiaaveumc.com

Leisa Moten,

Church Secretary
Email:
vaaveumc@verizon.net

Rev. Don Nation
District Superintendent
(276) 988-4891

Bishop James E. Swanson
Residing Bishop
(865) 690-4080

Church Leadership
Dave Parris— Administrative
Board Chairperson

Joseph T. Johnson— Trustees

D. J. Johnson—Building
and Grounds

Jewel Johnson—
Parsonage Committee

Patricia Douthat-Finance
Committee

Derrill Douthat— Pastor
Parish Relations

Linda Douthat—Council on
Ministries

Worship Team Leaders:
Joyce Buchanan
Earl Erskine

Evangelism Team Leader:
Derrill Douthat

Fellowship Team Leaders:
Dona Kirby
Barbara Nash
Jewel Johnson

Education Team Leader:
Sherry Cook

Servant Ministries:
Dona Kirby




Happenings on the Avenue May 2007

Page 2

Tragedy at Virginia Tech
A NOtQ = By the time you read this, the tragedy at
tﬁﬁ%m Virginia Tech will be about two weeks in the

@fétgtor past. The major news networks will be back
/ in New York with their broadcasts. School
will have been back in session at VT for a
=) week. On the surface, things will again have a
—— sense of normalcy about them.

Below the surface, however, there will still be
emotions: anger, rage, guilt, despair, fear. These
emotions will grip the students, faculty, staff, and
~ administration for months to come. They might
even be still gripping some of us.

I want you to understand that the shock of this event and the grief that
you might be feeling may not go away overnight. If you find yourself still
caught up in the events of this tragedy and you are losing sleep over it or
you just can’t seem to function the way that you did before the event, then I
ask that you please give me a call. Perhaps we need to get together and talk
about some of the things you are feeling and experiencing. I don’t pretend
that I am a counselor, but 1 am a good listener and can help you reflect on
this event. If counseling is needed, I can find someone to refer you to so
that you might find a sense of resolution with this matter.

In the meantime, all of us need to remember those still dealing with this
situation. Let us lift them up in our prayers and bring them before God’s
throne of grace. Let us ask God to give them the peace that passes all
understanding which is promised in the Scripture. Let us support them in
any way that we can.

—tdg

Can | hear the
One Call Now Message Again?

YES! To hear a replay of the last few messages, simply o}

1. Call1-877-698-3261
2. Press1
3. Enter Your Telephone Number with area code.

(This replays the last message. Follow the voice prompts
to listen to other messages.)

Visit us online at:
http://www.virginiaaveumc.com

Happenings on the Avenigethe monthly publication of the Virginia Avenue United Methodist Church. It is Jy
published the final week of each month. All articles and other material should be submitted by the third Sund
of each month. Reverend Terry Goodman is the editor and all questions or comments can be addressed to hi
pastor@virginiaaveumc.com
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| took a trip to Chattanooga with Linda
and Buzzie Douthato see their
granddaughter Kaleigh Maebe
baptized. Of course | also got to see
Ryan and Allisorat the baptism.

There was a lot of activity recently in
the nursery in the middle of the week.
Patty and Buzzie Douthat and Keri
Nuckollstook everything out of the
nursery and cleaned it up and painted it.
| also saw Willie & Christa Lowe, Joyc
Buchanan and Norma Dawsorking up
the rooms upstairs.

The Scoutswere busy raking and
cleaning and Bill Havercut the grass on
the hillside to get the
Lenten Cross in place.

| was sorry to hear
about the thing
that
happened at
Virginia Tech. |
was glad to
see Buzzie &
Linda Douthat
and Joyce Buchanagetting up the
sanctuary for the special memorial
prayer service. The candles were very
nice.

| also enjoyed the candles in the
Prayer chapel during Holy Week. Joyce
Buchanarset them up for Ash
Wednesday and the preacher had them
stay there throughout Lent. He used
GKSY 3FAY Rdz2NRyYy3
so sure | understood what the chanting
was all about, but | enjoyed the two
services.

| overheard a conversation the
preacher had the other day with
someone that was very appreciative of
the meals the Ewlida Whitenack Circle
take to the home touch members once
amonth. | also heard everyone being
thankful for the meal the Circle
provided for the Christian Educators
meeting the other Sunday after church.
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Church to Host Pre-Conference Briefing

Clergy and lay delegates to the 2007 Holston Annual Conference
will gather at the church on Sunday night May 6th at 6:00 p.m. for a
pre-conference briefing. Persons we could have about a hundred
people in attendance.

It would be nice to have some folks at the church that night to greet
the visitors as the arrive and help them find restrooms. We might also
want to have some refreshments prepared for them to show them our

Virginia Avenue hospitality.

May 5th
8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Rain or Shine

The UMW will be host
- ités annua
e with lots of treasures
—" = you to look through.
AT T = A = Mar k your
L - = you donot
- H I
UMW Parking Lot Sale this

National Day
of Prayer Service

Thursday May 3rd

Town Hall in the Chambers
7:00 p.m.

Prayer Room between 6.00-7:00 p.m.
Available to Pray with individuals as needed

Virginia Avenue UMC has been asked to prepare finger food
to have afterwards for 50 people. Drinks and paper goods
supplied by the ministerial association. We also need a
couple of volunteers to work the table; 8:00-8:30 p.m.
Please contact the Pastor if you would be willing to fix food
or would like to volunteer.
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Natural Church
Development Meal at
Ryanos

An invitation has been sent to 30
of the members of the church based
on criteria supplied by the NCD
process. These people have been
invited to a meal at Ryan’s
Steakhouse on Wednesday night
May 2, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.

Following the meal, these 30
répresertdtived will oinpléedal e
questionnaire that will become the
basis for our church’s participation
4dnthe NG pracess. If you received
aminvitation amalihave not yet
responded to let us know if you can
attend, then please do so
immediately by calling the church.

Our goal is to have 30 persons
participate in completing this
questionnaire. If we do not get that
many in the initial response, we
may be calling on some other folks
to complete a questionnaire.

Everyone should be in prayer for
this process. Over the next year, we
believe that the NCD process will
help our church become a stronger
church. The process begins with the
data that is collected from this
questionnaire so please participate
iIf you are asked to do so. Also,
please keep this process in your
prayers.




Happenings on the Avenue

May 2007 Page 4

God Rocks-Summer of 2007

Camp Laurel, 4694 Laurel

Fork Road, Rocky Gap Virginia 24366

Phone (276) 928 -1821 Email: camplaurel_umc@yahoo.com

Amy Carter, Site Manager
www.explorecamplaurel.com

Special Needs Camp June 11 -13 $85 Amy Carter
Older Elementary June 17 -21 $140 Raymond Klaiber
Fishing Camp June 17 -21 $140 Jeff Callahan
Water Fun Camp June 25 -27 $50 Paul Looney
Younger Elementary June 25 -27 $85 Paul Looney
Promise Ring Camp June 28 -July 1 $100 Mariette Maldonado &

Robert Gibson
Fearless Faith Camp July 1 -5 $155 David Brannock
Appalachian Trail Hike July 9 -14 $175 Alan Ashworth

Detailed information and registr,

ation forms are available at the website.

You are encouraged to attend a summer camp sponsored by the Annual
Conference and the Tazewell District.

Children’s Day at Camp Laurel
June 2nd 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

All elementary-age children are invited to attend Camp
Laurel for Children’s Day. Devotions, crafts and games
are planned. Contact Don Bowling or Sarah Bowling at
(276) 928-1821 or (276) 326-3470 for required advance
registration or register by email at

camplaurel_umc@yahoo.com. Lunch will be provided.

Tazewell District Spring Youth Rally
Grades 7-12 @ Camp Laurel
Sunday May 27th starting at 5:00 p.m.

Election of youth to Conference Council on Youth Minis-
tries 2007 -08 and Annual Conference 2008. (rising
grades 7 -12) 2 members and 1 alternate will be se-
lected. There will be swimming, a cookout, and campfire
singing.

For more information, call Rev. Jeff Callahan at
(276) 928 -1238.

This year the Tazewell District

'e T will be creating Hands on Mission : . B
IPt i ?mettl:) Kits for the M agrie Humbane 'Each Klt_WlII Contain:

ut fogether coperin Mozambique Africa. We 1 pair of pants: Size 12-18 (ages 8-18)
the Hands on  are creating Boys Clothing Kits. 1 Raincoat size 12-14 or size 16-18 or a small poncho
Mission Kits  The Council on Ministries have a 1 Pair of shoes Size 5-13 (tennis shoes or sandals)
for 2007 goal of 8 Kits. If you would like to A 3 pack of Underwear sized medium or large

donate a kit, please pack the items
Annual listed in a 2 gallon ziplock, or other

A 6 pack socks (thin) size 8-13

Conference secure plastic bag, and bring it to ORS pair of brown or gray knee socks

the church by Sunday, June 3rd.

Include $5.00 for shipping. Do not enclose the money $5.00 for shipping and handling

inside of the plastic bag.
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Join us on Sunday May 6, 2007 imme-

Help Us Honor our

) . - . 4 A
dlatgly following our morning wqrshlp Graduating High School (9 Y
service for our monthly Fellowship Seni
Luncheon. Attendance at the last cou- e}?'ors a1 1 h Graduates
ple of luncheons has been in the This year we will once again honor
neighbor- our graduating high school seniors AJ Carver
hood of Fellowship with a banquet on Wednesday night .

ood of 50 @ 1uncheon May 9th at 6:00 p.m. We will have an Emlly Dye
or more N ) " — hamburger and hot dog cookout. The | McKay Gillenwater
people, so “’ o o = f 579 church will supply the hamburgers Stephanie Kinder
please be_ “ P and hot dogs, and the main part of the Angela Reed
sure to bring W L meal. We need your donations to Suzanne Buchanan
along s purchase these items and we also
enough food need you to supply condiments for the
for your family and some extra to share hamburgers and desserts.
with those that might be visiting with Alt}éough the meal may be for the 1 @ 3 o = ~

that day or that might not be able to graduates, everyone is encouraged to attend as we honor this
us milestone in their lives.
cook for the luncheon.
Start Planning for the Man The Ewilda Whitenack Circle
June mothers. These cakes will be
_ ®é NRdzy R | YR
_Attention all men of the congrega- cost will be a donation of $4
tion. At the June Fellowship Luncheon per cake. Each cake will be
on Sunday June 3rd, we vyl_ll have a decorated and can be
Man-Made Cake Competition. Certifi- personalized with your
cates will be awarded for the most PRSP 5 A
i Y2UKSNRa Yyl YS
creative, the best :
like. You may choose from the

tasting, and the best
looking cakes. The
st only rule is that no
help will be al-
lowed from any
women in your
household. You
have to do it all by
yourself.

Mother's qu Cakes following flavor combinations:

. yellow cake / white icing,
. chocolate cake / white icing,
. red velvet cake / cream cheese

icing.

“’L
j (/Q

Macedonia

Moments
calendar.

Not much is scheduled to happen
during the month of May,
‘; however, we did have a great
Easter Egg Hunt (delayed by the
snow) and a good service on
5— Easter Sunday. We have already
planned our events for the
remainder of the year. Please go
ahead and put them on your

Community Hot Dog Roast and
Mud Slide -Saturday July 7th
beginning at 6:00 p.m.

50th Annual Homecoming
Sunday August 19th. Our
speaker has not yet been

picked, but wedll
have the pie and cake auction
and DVDo6s for sal

Third Annual Planning
Breakfast -Sunday October 8th
@ 8:00 a.m.

Annual Thanksgiving Meal
Saturday November 17th @
6:00 p.m.

Annual Christmas Party and
Program: Saturday December
15th @ 5:00 p.m.

once again

e .

AT
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I am Your Church Budget

Through me, families are launched in marriage,
persons are baptized, and the young are trained in
Christian character.

I provide a Sunday School and youth activities for
your children and grandchildren.

I provide music to enrich your worship, and
preaching and pastoral service to help you live more
nobly.

I heat and cool your church buildings and keep them
in repair for your use and comfort.

| provide your custodial work.

| reach out to your community and country,
equipping for preaching, teaching, and healing in
Christ’s name.

I communicate to church families through the
newsletter, Home Touch ministries, One Call Now,
Pastor’s Connexion and church bulletin.

I help to train ministers in colleges and seminaries,
and | provide assistance to those who have retired after
years of faithful service to God through the church.

It is through me that the sick find spiritual strength,
the troubled and the discouraged are steadied.

I go out into the wide world, through your church and
Conference, by supporting missionaries who spread the
life-changing Gospel in every language, on every
continent.

I carry the Word to people of every race, every color,
and every clan.

I am your Church Budget. Believe in me; support me,
that I may carry on in your name. With your help, |
make possible all these ministries and services.

As the budget, | am YOU at work. But | do need
your help. | do need your support.

Without your commitments to under-gird me, I am
helpless. Your gifts are my foundation, my supporting
walls. I am your money, your prayers, your concern—
translated into action. I can do only what you, through
your faithful giving to your pledge, makes it possible
for me to go.

PLEASE DONOGT

This was taken
and no author was indicated.

We have encountered a technical
problem in our accounting system. Patty
Douthat, our church treasurer, had her
computer hit by lightning. She has been
trying for over a month to get it
repaired. In the meantime, we have not
been able to generate any reports. She
has reverted to a manual system of
keeping track of the church accounts.
Once she gets her computer back up and
in running order and gets all the data
into the system, we will once again be
able to produce reports that | can share
with you in this column.

Qur Church
Finances

In the meantime, | ask that you read the special report that
is included within this newsletter. This special pullout section
gives you information about my Day Apart with the Bishop
on April 20th. I hope that you will read it and prayerfully
consider the information that I share with you from this
meeting.

Have You Considered a Gift to the
Church in Your Will

The church greatly appreciates the gifts that you give
to it on a regular basis. Did you know that your giving
doesn’t have to end just because you die? There are a
number of ways that you can continue to give to the
church following your death. Typically, these require
some legal action on your part prior to your death. The
simplest way might be to leave 10% of your estate to the
church as a final tithe. If you are interested in other
ways of after death giving to the church, please consult
a financial planner and/or lawyer.

Do You Have Some Stock That Has
Appreciated in Value?

If you have stock that has appreciated in value and
would like to avoid paying capital gains taxes on the
appreciated value and you are planning on giving to the
church anyway, then you might consider giving the
appreciated stock. The church would not have to pay
capital gains on the stock and you would get a tax
deduction for the full value of the stock. This allows you

F OR G E Tto then retain the amount you were planning on giving

as income for the current year. This is a win-win

from anot hgjuatfoll. T41IELE Pofir filah¥al ddFidet abdut the way

to make such a gift.
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Lucian & Sadie Bailey Murray & Eva Pope
Bess Brewer Mays Ball
Jim Barrett Rev. Hugh Ferguson
Clyde Bowling Carlene Workman
Sybil Dudley Scott Johnston

Ruth Fleshman Vernon & Hop Hopkins
Nell Fulcher
Thelma & Beaman
Johnston

Myrtle Kinser
Wanda Stevenson

o ,_;,,;

Remember Our
Hometouch Members

Glenda Estep would like to thank everyone for their
prayers, calls, and cards during her recent illness. They

were very much appreciated.

James and Mary Lou Brown
thank our church family for
their prayers, calls, cards, visits and food, which have done
so much to help us through the adjustment period of
James’ diagnosis of early stage Parkinson's’ disease.

R a ¢

of
birthday on May 8, 2007

By: Montie Leffel

Il n honor

Prayer Chain Contacts:

Reverend Goodman
Home: (276) 322-4438
Office: (276) 326-3700
Cellular: (304) 960-4438

|IBexy Ricbaldsors 9 ]
Prayer Chain Coordinator
Home: (276) 326-2759

Call one of these numbers
to activate the prayer
chain.

Christopher Bowen
Bessie Brewer

James Brown

Adina Burnette
Martha Jane Chudina
Jerry Connelly
Norma Davis

Randy Davis

Lydia Edwards
Glenda Estep

Roscoe & Margaret
Farmer

Mary Beth Gills

Terry Hall

Curtis Helmondollar
Vernon & Hop Hopkins
Peggy Horton

Ronnie Houchins
Tracy & Betty Janutalo
Nancy Lester

Kevin Linkous

Norma Morgan

Julie Parker

Eddie Perdue

Jan Ratcliffe

Janet Riffe

Judy Smith

Ellie Spencer

Wanda Stevenson
Virginia Tech victims &
t Ramilies

Lloyd Walker

George Walker

Louise Wilson

Carlene Workman
Unspoken Requests
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Vacation Bible School!!
June 24 to June 28
6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

We still needed helpers for VBS in the
following areas:
registration
guides (leads children to & from sites
music helpers
recreation helpers

Bluefield, VA

Non-Profit Org
U.S. Postage Pd.
PERMIT # 54

Please contact the church office if you can help in any of the above areas.

We will have our first VBS meeting on
Sunday, May 6th, at 3:00 p.m.

—

Abel Abel Center Baby Bottle
Boomerang
The Abel Center thanks you so much for

each bottle filled with your gifts. God is truly
gracious in His provision for this ministry!

God continues to give the Abel Center

17 Hunter Cook

opportunities for ministry. It is up to us to 3 o 3
make good use of each one. Pray that God g o
will work in the lives of each of our clients \ LE) A ag;
and in us also. Pray that the Spirit of God SDgesrx
will change hearts and transform lives. S <353
O = 2
SES g
Virginia Avenue gave generously for a total of P f;”g‘ @
191.61 5252
S3nocx
May Birthdays: Kathy Murphy &\p
27 John Ramsay
4 Ashley Simpson 31 Tom Carter &
& 9  Sara Baker &
James Brown . .
& Lloyd Walker May Anniversaries: &
& Andrew Ward 20  Dona & Tom Kirby - &
15 Keri Nuckolls 22 Terry & Debbie %ﬁ
50 Rvan Ram Goodman &\p
& 21 Elﬁ‘e ' Hao piﬁé 24 Judi & Dave Parris &\p
Todd Nuckolls 28  Sherry & Fred Cook &\p
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