
  

United Methodist 
Men Breakfast  
All men and women  are 
invited for a time of food 
and devotions on Friday, 
October 6, at 7:00 a.m. 
Paul Shumacher will be 
our special guest 
speaker. 
 

Charge 
Conference  
The date for our annual 
Charge Conference has 
been set for Sunday, 
October 29th, at 7:00 
p.m. Committee 
meetings have been 
scheduled and forms that 
need to be completed 
prior to Charge 
Conference have been 
distributed. Please mark 
your calendars as to 
dates of meetings and 
deadlines for forms. 
 

Memorial Service  
A memorial service in 
celebration of the life of 
Carol Parris will be held 
on Saturday, October 7, 
at 11:00 a.m. Special 
Music will be provided 
by Brad Frost.  
 

UMW World 
Thanks Service  
The UMW will hold their 
annual World Thanks 
Service on Sunday, 
October 15, at 4:oo p.m. 
All women are invited to 
attend. 

 

World 
Communion 
Sunday  
We will be observing the 
Lordôs Supper on 
Sunday, October 1, in 
recognition of World 
Communion Sunday. 
 

Safe Sanctuary 
Training  
A make-up training 
session for all children 
and youth workers has 
been scheduled for 
Sunday, October 29, 
immediately following 
morning worship service. 
In accordance with our 
Safe Sanctuaries Policy, 
if  you wish to work with 
the children or youth of 
our church in any way 
you must complete this 
training.  
  

Donôt Forget 
Daylight savings time 
ends this month. 
Remember to set your 
clocks back one hour 
before you go to bed on 
Saturday night, October 
28. 
 

Total Home Care 
Hospice Needs 
Volunteers  
Total Home Care and 
Hospice is recruiting 
volunteers to provided 
support to their hospice 
patients and their 

families. Mailing cards, 
baking, reading to the 
patient, running errands 
and sitting with the 
patient to provided relief 
for the caregiver and 
presence for the patients 
are small ways that a 
volunteer can show their 
love and caring to 
families of the 
community. If you are 
interested in 
volunteering please 
contact the church office 
or call Total Home Care 
and Hospice at  276-322-
2599. 
 

Bluefield 
Regional Medical 
Center Needs 
Your Help  
BRMC would like to give 
an open invitation to 
become a part of their 
volunteer services 
program. Becoming a 
volunteer at BRMC is a 
very rewarding. If you 
want to make a 
difference, there are  
opportunities in the gift 
shop, front desk, patient 
floors, outpatient 
surgery, and various 
other places within the 
hospital. Contact Geneva 
Stiltner at 327-1132  or 
Kim Bowman at 325-
1135. 
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How Much Education is 
Enough?  

   I have always been a person that enjoyed 
learning and reading about new things. I 

love to watch the Discovery Channel and 
The Learning Channel. Iôve watched shows on 

building bridges and shows that show how paper 
towels are made. For me, there are never too few 

opportunities to learn something new.  
   At Virginia Avenue, we provide a Sunday school 
program for Children to Adults. In addition, we 
currently offer a Sunday night Bible Study, a 
Tuesday Alpha Course-which teaches the basics of 

the Christian faith -, and a full Wednesday night line up of classes from 
Kindergarten through Adult. Itôs nice to have such a wide assortment of 
learning opportunities available.  
   I have noticed, however, that the adults taking advantage of these classes 
tend to be all the same people. I feel as if I am wearing this group out with 
so many options, because some of them attend all  the classes. Therefore, 
when I complete the session on Spiritual Gifts on Sunday night October 1st, 
I will no longer offer a study on Sunday nights. If there is a groundswell of 
interest in keeping a Sunday study up and going, then one can always be 
added at some future date. In the meantime, I hope that more people will 
take advantage of the adult learning opportunities that we are still 
providing. I think you will find plenty of chances to expand your knowledge 
of things related to the Christian faith.  
 

Alpha Course 2 is Off to a Good Start  
   We currently have around 8-10 persons in our second Alpha Course. We 
are off to a strong start. If anyone else wants to come on board, please do so 
by Tuesday October 3rd. If you join the class later than that date, you will 
have missed some important material and should probably wait until we 
offer the next class in the late winter/early spring. I want to especially thank 
Buzzy and Linda Douthat for their leadership in the Alpha Course 2. They 
are co-leading the course along with me and are doing a fine job. 
   For those of you that have not experienced the Alpha Course, it is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn the basics of the Christian faith and to 
gather for fellowship and interact in a small group setting. Our next Alpha 
Course may be centered around a midday lunch meal so that we reach out 
to those persons that do not like to drive after dark. So keep the course in 
your prayers. It is making a positive impact on those attending and I pray 
that they will have a new found knowledge of the faith and a deeper walk 
with God. 

      My oh My!! Things have sure 
been busy in the church basement. 
Work has been completed on the 
kitchen and the womenôs bathroom. 
After the kitchen work was 
completed, the women descended on 
the kitchen and emptied every 
drawer and cabinet. They cleaned 
every shelf and all the pots, pans, 
glasses, bowls, knives, forks and 
anything else not nailed down to the 
floor!! I just got out of their way and 
let them clean. Sometimes a mouse 
needs to take a little vacation. This 
was a good time to do so. 
     Speaking of vacations, the UMYF 
took the new church 
van to the Drive in 
movie at Pipestem on 
Labor Day 
weekend. I 
snuck on 
board and 
went with 
them. The 
movies were 
good and it 
looked like everyone had fun. 
     Joe Johnson and Wally Rangeo 
were making a lot of noise the other 
day. They were measuring the 
replacement door for one of the 
basement entrances. They still need 
to get it painted, but it will look good 
when they finally get it hung.  
     Becky Richardsonôs art students 
brought their various art works to 
the church. There are some talented 
people in her art classes. The walls 
and tables in the fellowship hall 
certainly looked very nice. I enjoyed 
looking at the art work and look 
forward to next yearôs show. 
    Reverend Goodman sure is glad 
that he has such faithful servants at 
the church. He couldnôt get the 
Wonderful Wednesday Meals up and 
running unless folks came out and 
helped to set up and clean up 
afterwards.  
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 Itôs Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmasé 
 
   At least it will on Saturday Nov. 4th when we host our Second Annual 
Christmas Fair in the Fellowship Hall. The event will be like it was last 
year and we need persons that are interested in setting up booths to 
get in touch with the Patty Douthat at 326 -2653 or the Church office at 
326-3700 and reserve a spot for the event. Gift items, crafts, and baked 
goods may be sold.  

 The Abel Center is a life-affirming place of hope and help for those 
making pregnancy decisions. They exist to share the truth and grace 
of Jesus Christ in a compassionate manner with those dealing with 
issues related to an unplanned pregnancy, to sexual purity or to the 
after-effects of an abortion. The Center now offers sonograms to  
clients, providing them with a window through which they can see 
the precious life growing inside of them. The Abel Center has been 
assisting women and men throughout Mercer, Tazewell, McDowell 
and Bland counties since 1994. With your participation in the Walk 
for Life 2006, You will help to raise founds needed for the Abel Cen-
ter to continue offering free and confidential services such as: 

 

Pregnancy Testing 
Ultrasound Verification  
Post-abortion Counseling 
Accurate information on pregnancy, fetal development, and 
abortion risks  
Education on parenting and adoption  
Sharing the hope and grace found in Jesus Christ 
Material Assistance (maternity clothes and baby  supplies) 

 

Walk For Life 2006Walk For Life 2006   
                                  Saturday, October 21, 2006Saturday, October 21, 2006   

                            Bluefield City Park, Bluefield, WVBluefield City Park, Bluefield, WV   

                For more information call 304For more information call 304 --325325 --20002000   
 

Sponsor Pledge Forms are  available in the NarthexSponsor Pledge Forms are  available in the Narthex   

Finance Committee - Sunday, October 1 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Administrative Board - Sunday, October 15 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Council on Ministries - Monday, October 16 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Nominations Committee - Sunday, October 22 @ 5:00 p.m. 

Staff/Parish Relations -  Monday, October 23 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Safe Sanctuaries Training - Sunday October 29 @ 12:00 p.m. 

Charge Conference -  Sunday, October 29 @  7:00 p.m. 

Let there be  

Life 
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   The big event this month is 
our Second Annual Planning 
Breakfast. We will gather at the 
church and be ready to eat at 
8:30 a.m. on Sunday October 
22nd. Following the meal, we 
will talk about 2007 officers 
and leaders  and nominate 
persons to lead us in 2007. We 
will then have our normal 
Sunday morning worship 
service. 
 
   Prior to this meeting, our United Methodist 
Women will be meeting on Thursday night October 
12th. The women will be meeting at an area 
restaurant. Currently, the restaurant has not yet been 
chosen. The time might also be earlier than our 
normal 7:30 meeting time.  The time and location 
will be announced at worship in the next couple of 
weeks. 

Our 
Wonderful 
Wednesday 
Meals 
Return This 
Month  
   This month 
we will have 
Wonderful 
Wednesday 

meals on Oct. 11th 7 25th. The meals will begin each 
night at 6:00 p.m. An offering will be taken for the 
meal and the net proceeds will go to help us pay our 
conference and/or district fair share amounts. The 
pastor is in charge of the meals, but will need your 
help in preparing, setting up, and cleaning up 
afterwards. A sign up sheet for each meal will be in 
the Volunteer Roster in the church foyer. As 
currently planned, the menus for the meals are: 

Oct. 11, 2006 @ 6:00 pm 
Chicken and Rice Casserole with Vegetables 
Green Bean Casserole 
Potato Casserole 
Tossed Salad 
Bread 

Desserts  

Oct. 25, 2006 @ 6:00 pm 
Beef Stew 
Chicken and Dumplings 
Pinto Beans 
Macaroni and Cheese 
Corn Bread 
Tossed Salad & Desserts 

Help Us With Our All 
Saintôs Service 
 
   All Saintôs Day is the day in the 
church calendar that we remember 
those saintsðfollowers of Jesusðthat 
made an impact on our lives. 
Traditionally, we read the names of 
church members that have died during the past year. This year, 
we will expand that list to include the following persons: 1.) 
Christians that have gone on to glory in previous years (moms, 
dads, aunts, etc.) 2.) Christians that are currently living that 
have made a positive impact on our lives.  Forms will be 
included in the bulletins during October. Please complete them 
and all these names will be included in a special All Saintôs 
bulletin that we will print for this occasion. Depending on the 
number of names submitted, we may not be able to read all 
names, but all names will be  printed. 
 
Deadline for submission of names will be Oct. 15, 2006  
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  On Saturday night October 21st at 6:00 p.m., the 
pastor will host a meal at the church for prospective 
members. He will be sending letters of invitation to 
persons related to the church that are not currently 
members of the church. If, by some chance you do not 
receive such a letter and are interested in finding out 
what is involved with becoming a member of the 
church, then let this be your invitation to attend. Please 
call the pastor at the church office (276) 326-3700 and 
let him know how many will be in attending the meal.  
 
   Following the meal, there will be a time for discussion. 
Reverend Goodman will be glad to answer questions 
about Methodism and to describe the process for 
becoming a member. His goal is to have all those that 
wish to join to do so on All Saintôs SundayðNovember 
5th.  If you have questions, then please contact him. 

Helpers Needed 
for the Pastorôs 
Table Meal  
   
A sign up sheet will be 
in the volunteer roster 
for persons to prepare 
and serve food for the 
Pastorôs Table meal. If 
you can help in 
preparation, serving, 
and or clean up, then 
please sign up. Your 
service will be greatly 
appreciated 


