Virginia Tech
Memorial Prayer Service
Wednesday April 18, 2007

Opening Psalm

Psalm 130
A song of ascents.

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;

2 O Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive
to my cry for mercy.

3 If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,
O Lord, who could stand?

4 But with you there is forgiveness;
therefore you are feared.

5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word | put my hope.

6 My soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

Friends, we have come together tonight to try and put some sense of
meaning on the events of the last few days. We have come to hear the
scriptures, bow our heads in prayer, raise our voices in song, and reflect
upon the tragic events at Virginia Tech that has so shaken our state and
nation.
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Let me begin with words offered by our President at the memorial service
yesterday at Virginia Tech. President Bush said,

“It's impossible to make sense of such violence and suffering. Those whose
lives were taken did nothing to deserve their fate. They were simply in the
wrong place at the wrong time. Now they're gone - and they leave behind
grieving families, and grieving classmates and a grieving nation."

“In such times as this, we look for sources of strength to sustain us. And in
this moment of loss, you're finding these sources everywhere around you.
These sources of strength are in this community,... are with your loved
ones... are also in the faith that sustains so many of us.”

These words best sum up the feelings that many of us have been feeling.
They also remind me of other words that | have heard in the Bible. In the
Old Testament, we read the account of a man named Job. He was a god-
loving man that sought to do the Lord’s will, yet into his life came great
calamity and terror.

In chapter 1, the following account takes place:

13 One day when Job's sons and daughters were feasting and drinking
wine at the oldest brother's house, 14 @ messenger came to Job and said,
"The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 1s and
the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the
sword, and | am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"

16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, "The
fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants,
and | am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"

17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, "The
Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels
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and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and | am the
only one who has escaped to tell you!"

1s While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said,
"Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest
brother's house, 1s when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the
desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them
and they are dead, and | am the only one who has escaped to tell you!"

20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he
fell to the ground in worship 2. and said:

"Naked | came from my mother's womb,

and naked | will depart. =

The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;

may the name of the LORD be praised."

22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.

Job had his own set of unsettling circumstances to deal with. Up until that
point, things were going well for him and his family. He thought the blessing
of God was upon him and he lived life to its fullest enjoying the children and
prosperity that God had provided for him. Yet, in an instant, his good life
was turned upside down and he lost all that he held most dear and
precious.

There are many with these same sorts of thoughts today. For most families
affected by this tragedy, Monday morning was just another day. They
assumed that their children would be going to class and learning and talking
and laughing and enjoying life as only a college student is able to do. Yet,
before the day was over, the messengers began arriving and telling parents
that their children were gone.
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It is in such a scenario as this, that we now find ourselves. We may not have

known any of the young men and women or the professors that were killed.

Yet we know that in our lives there now seems to be a bit of chaos and

uncertainty. We have gathered here tonight to acknowledge that chaos. To

not ignore the uncertainty. We have gathered here to remember, though,

that even in the midst of such horrific events, there is a God and we are his

children.
Perhaps, the Psalmist says it best in Psalm 91

Psalm 91 (The Message)

1-13Y OU Who sit down in the High God's presence, spend the night in

Shaddai's shadow,

Say this: "Gob, you're my refuge.
| trust in you and I'm safe!™

That's right—he rescues you from hidden traps,
shields you from deadly hazards.

His huge outstretched arms protect you—
under them you're perfectly safe;
his arms fend off all harm.

Fear nothing—not wild wolves in the night,
not flying arrows in the day,

Not disease that prowls through the darkness,
not disaster that erupts at high noon.

Even though others succumb all around,
drop like flies right and left,
no harm will even graze you.

You'll stand untouched, watch it all from a distance,

watch the wicked turn into corpses.
Yes, because GoD's your refuge,
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the High God your very own home,
Evil can't get close to you,
harm can't get through the door.
He ordered his angels
to guard you wherever you go.
If you stumble, they'll catch you;
their job is to keep you from falling.
You'll walk unharmed among lions and snakes,
and kick young lions and serpents from the path.

1a-16 " 1T you'll hold on to me for dear life," says Gob,

"I'll get you out of any trouble.

I'll give you the best of care
if you'll only get to know and trust me.

Call me and I'll answer, be at your side in bad times;
I'll rescue you, then throw you a party.

I'll give you a long life,
give you a long drink of salvation!"

These words may seem hollow, but if we truly put our trust and faith in
God, then they are words that assure us. God is our shelter. God is our
refuge and our fortress. God is a very present help in time of trouble.
Perhaps our hymns can remind us of God’s power and God’s abiding
presence.

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home!

Join with me now as we sing this great hymn of faith found at No. 117 in our
hymnals.
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May we now enter into a time of prayer. We are going to engage in what is
called a litany prayer. | will read various prayer intentions. After | have read
the intention, everyone will say, Lord, Hear our prayer.

Most gracious God,
We pray for the students of Virginia Tech—Lord, Hear Our Prayer.
We pray for the faculty and staff of Virginia Tech. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray that you would guide the administration of Virginia Tech in this
time of uncertainty. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for those that are still recovering from their wounds and thank you
for their safely coming through this event. Lord, hear our prayer.

We prayer for the Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church and for the Roanoke District and the churches near Blacksburg that
will be dealing with the aftermath of this event. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for our conference colleges: Emory and Henry, Hiwassee, and
Tennessee Wesleyan. May God protect their students, faculty, staff, and
administration from such a tragedy. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for the Virginia Tech Wesley Foundation and its outreach to
students on the Virginia Tech campus and for the Reverend Glenn Tindale
who leads the foundation. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for the Radford University Wesley Foundation and its outreach to
students on the Radford University campus and for Martee Buchanan who
leads the foundation. Lord, hear our prayer.
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We pray for the people of the Grove United Methodist Church in Radford,
Virginia. Eight of their members are either faculty, students or staff persons
at Virginia Tech. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for the doctors, nurses, and staff of the hospitals that received
these young men and women and offered them treatment and care. Lord,
hear our prayer.

We pray for the first responders—the emergency medical technicians and
firemen that came on the scene and had to make quick decisions to save
lives. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for the law enforcement officials involved: the Virginia Tech
Campus police, the Blacksburg Police Department, the Montgomery County
Sherriff’s Department, the Virginia Highway Patrol, the FBI and the ATF
officers. Lord, hear our prayer.

We pray for the lawmakers of our state and nation as they seek to address
this situation. Give them guidance to make just and appropriate laws to
help prevent such a thing from happening again. Lord, hear our prayer.

As this tragedy is on our minds, let us also remember those still recovering
from the shooting at the School of Law in Grundy, Virginia as this new event
opens up old wounds in their spirits. Lord, hear our prayer.

We remember our students from Graham High School that were on the
campus that day. We thank you for their safe return. We ask your
protection to be upon the schools of our county. Lord, hear our prayer.

We ask you to be with the various groups on the Virginia Tech Campus as
they meet in the days ahead. Help them to mourn the loss of their friends.
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Strengthen them for the continuing of their task. Let the band play strong.
Let the corps of cadets stand tall. Let the teachers boldly teach. Lord, hear
our prayer.

We pray for the family of Cho Seung-Hui there lives have forever been
changed by their son’s action. Give them grace to deal with the days that lie
ahead of them. Lord, hear our prayer.

Finally, we pray for all the families that have lost sons, daughters, husbands,
wives, mothers, and fathers in this event. Comfort them, O God as only you
are able to do. Lord, hear our prayer.

In the Gospel of John, we find Jesus was meeting together with his disciples
on the night before his death.

The Spirit of Truth

15-17"1f you love me, show it by doing what I've told you. I will talk to the Father, and he'll provide you
another Friend so that you will always have someone with you. This Friend is the Spirit of Truth. The
godless world can't take him in because it doesn't have eyes to see him, doesn't know what to look for.
But you know him already because he has been staying with you, and will even be in you!

18-20"| will not leave you orphaned. I'm coming back. In just a little while the world will no longer see
me, but you're going to see me because | am alive and you're about to come alive. At that moment you
will know absolutely that I'm in my Father, and you're in me, and I'm in you.

21"The person who knows my commandments and keeps them, that's who loves me. And the person
who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and make myself plain to him."

25-27"1'm telling you these things while I'm still living with you. The Friend, the Holy Spirit whom the
Father will send at my request, will make everything plain to you. He will remind you of all the things |
have told you. I'm leaving you well and whole. That's my parting gift to you. Peace. | don't leave you
the way you're used to being left—feeling abandoned, bereft. So don't be upset. Don't be distraught.

28"You've heard me tell you, 'I'm going away, and I'm coming back." If you loved me, you would be
glad that I'm on my way to the Father because the Father is the goal and purpose of my life.

29-31"I've told you this ahead of time, before it happens, so that when it does happen, the confirmation
will deepen your belief in me. I'll not be talking with you much more like this because the chief of this
godless world is about to attack. But don't worry—he has nothing on me, no claim on me. But so the
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world might know how thoroughly I love the Father, I am carrying out my Father's instructions right
down to the last detail.

"Get up. Let's go. It's time to leave here."

Let’s join together now in singing another song of the faith
No. 133- Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

During the Memorial Convocation yesterday, Professor and poet Nikki
Giovanni spoke about the spirit of Virginia Tech.

Giovanni said the following:
We are Virginia Tech.

We are sad today, and we will be sad for quite a while. We are not moving
on, we are embracing our mourning.

We are Virginia Tech.

We are strong enough to stand tall tearlessly, we are brave enough to bend
to cry, and we are sad enough to know that we must laugh again.

We are Virginia Tech.

We do not understand this tragedy. We know we did nothing to deserve it,
but neither does a child in Africa dying of AIDS, neither do the invisible
children walking the night away to avoid being captured by the rogue army,
neither does the baby elephant watching his community being devastated
for ivory, neither does the Mexican child looking for fresh water, neither
does the Appalachian infant killed in the middle of the night in his crib in the
home his father built with his own hands being run over by a boulder
because the land was destabilized. No one deserves a tragedy.

We are Virginia Tech.
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The Hokie Nation embraces our own and reaches out with open heart and
hands to those who offer their hearts and minds. We are strong, and brave,
and innocent, and unafraid. We are better than we think and not quite what
we want to be. We are alive to the imaginations and the possibilities. We
will continue to invent the future through our blood and tears and through
all our sadness.

We are the Hokies.
We will prevail.

We will prevail.

We will prevail.

We are Virginia Tech.

What Giovanni did with words was to draw the crowd into a common place.
Giovanni gave them a common reason to join together in saying words that
instantly reminded them about what it meant to be a Hokie.

As Christians, we also have words that draw us together and remind us of
our common bond with one another. One such set of words is called the
Apostle’s Creed. May we now unite in saying these historic words of our
Christian Faith.

| believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried,

the third day he rose from the dead;
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he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Yet another way for us to express our faith and belief in God can be found in
what we call the Prayer of Great Thanksgiving. Most often, we use this
ancient prayer form in conjunction with Holy Communion. It can, though, be
used by itself. Tonight, | would like for us to join in the Great Thanksgiving
for All Saint’s and other Memorial Occasions. At a certain point in the
prayer, | will read out the names of those that have died in this event. A
candle has been lit for each of these persons and is even now burning in
their memory.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right and an good and joyful thins, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and earth.

Blessed are you, God of creation and all beginnings
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God of Abraham and Sarah

God of Miriam and Moses,

God of Joshua and Deborah,

God of Ruth and David,

God of the priests and the prophets,
God of Mary and Joseph,

God of the apostles and the martyrs,
God of our mothers and fathers,

God of our children to all generations.

And so, we your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you and blessed in your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his
suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered
us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by
water and the Spirit.

And so in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here that we may be for the
world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.

Renew our communion with all your saints, especially those we now name

before you:

Ross A. Almeddine
Brian Bluhm
Christopher “Jamie” Bishop
Ryan Christopher Clark
Austin Cloyd
Daniel Alejandro Perez Cueva
Kevin Granata
Matthew Gwaltney
Caitlin Millar Hammaren
Jeremy Herbstritt
Rachael Elizabeth Hill
Emily Jane Hilscher
Jarret Lee Lane
Partahi Lombantoruan
Matt La Porte
Liviu Librescu
G. V. Loganathan
Henry Lee
Lauren Ashley McCain

Jocelyn M. Couture-Nowak
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Daniel Patrick O’Neil
Juan Ramon Ortiz Ortiz
Minal Panchal
Erin Peterson
Michael S. Pohle, Jr.
Julia Pryde
Mary Karen Read
Reema Samaha
Waleed Shaalan
Leslie Geraldine Sherman
Maxine Shelly Turner
Nicole White

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, strengthen us to

run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at
his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

And now with the confidence we have as the children of God, let us pray the
prayer Christ has taught us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread
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and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us for evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

As we close our service tonight, | want us to hear one more passage of
scripture that again points us towards a God that is faithful and loving and
coming again. This passage tells us of a day that is yet to come. One that we
all will see. In the book of the Revelation of St. John the Divine, we hear
these words:

Revelation 21

Everything New
11 saw Heaven and earth new-created. Gone the first Heaven, gone the
first earth, gone the sea. 21 saw Holy Jerusalem, new-created,
descending resplendent out of Heaven, as ready for God as a bride for
her husband. 3-5I heard a voice thunder from the Throne: "Look! Look!
God has moved into the neighborhood, making his home with men and
women! They're his people, he's their God. He'll wipe every tear from
their eyes. Death is gone for good—tears gone, crying gone, pain
gone—-all the first order of things gone." The Enthroned continued,
"Look! I'm making everything new. Write it all down—each word
dependable and accurate."

6-8Then he said, "It's happened. I'm A to Z. I'm the Beginning, I'm the
Conclusion. From Water-of-Life Well | give freely to the thirsty.
Conquerors inherit all this. I'll be God to them, they'll be sons and
daughters to me.

The day talked about in this passage is not yet here. But our faith tells us
that it is on the way. | long for the day when there will be no more tears
such as the ones that we have shed this week. | long for the day when a new
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neighborhood moves into our sin savaged world. | long for the day when
everything is new! By faith | shall see that day and know that in all things,
my God is with me to strengthen me, uphold me and guide me as | trust him
with each and every breath | take and step | make.

May we all now join together in singing No. 529 “How Firm a Foundation”

We close now with a video tribute to those that lost their lives this week. |
obtained as many photos as was possible of the victims. As this video is
played, please be in prayer for them and their families.

PLAY VIDEO

Benediction

24T0 him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 2sto the only God our
Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
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