There's a Place for You
at Virginia Avenue!

As you can see, The
Pastor’s Connexion
has a new look and feel
with this edition. [ am
trying MS Publisher
2007 that allows me to
publish directly to a pdf
format. I have been
having trouble getting
my documents into the
pdf format. As a result,
I was forced to use MS
Word and it just doesn’t

have the layout capabilities
that MS Publisher has. Or to
put it another way, I can now
place a graphic on the page
and know that it will stay in
that place and that I will be
able to flow text around the
graphic without me losing my
hair or yelling “Leisa! Come
and fix this!”

I hope to expand the links
section of The Pastor’s Con-
nexion so that you will be
able to quickly click through
to pages on the church web
site. These quick links will
always be found on page 2.
In addition, once I get the
bugs worked out, I will in-
clude a button that allows
you to send a prayer request
directly to my email box.

This edition will also outline
a new feature that will be
found on the church web site
—a member’s only section.
You will need a username
and password to access this
section. In this section of the
site I will post a pdf church
directory and other docu-
ments that might be useful
mainly to members of the
church.

I hope you enjoy the new
format and options available
within it.

—tdg

Virginia Avenue Web Site Adds Password Protected Pages

If you visit the Virginia

Avenue Web Site you will
find that the Member’s Info
button is now functional. By
clicking on the button, you
will be taken to a page and
asked to register with the

site. Please complete the

online form and, in a few

days, you will be sent a

password to go along with
the username you have cho-

sen.

Simply click on the Enter
Member’s Area and you will
be asked to enter your user-
name and password. Once
you do this and click on En-

ter again, you will be taken
to the Member’s Section.
Currently, I intend to in-

clude the following types of

information (all of them in

pdf format.)

e A church telephone and
address directory

e Birthday and Anniver-
sary lists

e A listing of church offi-
cers

e A copy of the church
budget

e Reports from the Treas-
urer

e Notes, agendas, and
minutes from various

meetings held at the
church

e  Other materials primar-
ily of interest to mem-
bers of the church

The reason that this section
is password protected is
mainly due to the contact
information that will be
found in the church direc-
tory. It’s not that the infor-
mation is secret, [ just want
to limit access to persons
that have a legitimate need
for the information—i.e.,
church members.
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I hope to
expand the links
section of

The Pastors
Connexion so
that you will be
able to quickly
click through to
pages on the
church web site.”
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Technology Has Infiltrated the Church!!!

| am sure that we are all
aware that the world around
us is not the same as it was
50 years
a well equipped church office
would have a manual type-
writer and a mimeograph
machine. There might have
even been a telephone line
into the church, but that was
not even always the case.

The Church Office Today

church office has become a
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(User name and Password Re-gbounds. Consider what we
quired to access this portion of have in our church office:
the site. Contact pastor to have

one assigned.)

Do you have a
prayer request?

If you have a prayer request
that you would like to have
sent directly to the pastor,
please click on the link below
and complete the form and
then submit it. The request will
be sent to Rev. Goodman.

Please pray for...
(Not Yet Fully Functional)

e A computer owned by
the church

e A computer owned by
the pastor

A laser printer
e Anink jet printer
e A copier

e A binding machine to
make booklets

e A small office network
that allows the computers
to talk with each other.

e A wireless network that
allows persons with wire-
less laptops access to the
internet (You must first
get a code from the
church office and access
is limited to the Keister
Street room due to struc-
tural features of the
building.)

e Telephones, an answer-
ing machine, and two
cordless phones.
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e  Software that allows us
to:
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bulletins

e Design and publish
newsletters

e Design and publish
other materials

e Design web sites

o Design email newslet-
ters such as this one

e We also have access to
technology such as One
Call Now that allows us to
quickly and easily send
messages fo everyone in
the church or just select
groups within the church.

o We also have DSL internet
access that allows us to
access information on the
internet and allows us to
communicate via email and
other electronic means.

o | also use my cell phone to
keep in touch with members
and make contacts while |
am away from the church
office.

Technology in Other Parts
of the Church

The church office is not the
only part of the church,
though, that is now techno-
logically enhanced.

e We have a sound system
with inputs for 12 chan-
nels and speakers for the
congregation and for the
singers.

o  We have televisions,

VCROG s,

players, and various
other electronic items in
various rooms of the
church.

Thanks for Supporting
the Technology Fund

| appreciate the donations
that have come in over the
last 18 months for the Tech
Fund. We established this
fund so that persons who
wanted to see additions to
our church ministry, such as
the ones listed above, would
have a chance to make those
targeted contributions so that
our church could take advan-
tage of technology and the
opportunity that it gives us to
minister more efficiently.

The funds have been used
for the following:

e 27 inch TV and DVD
player that is used in the
fellowship hall.

o Upgrade of Microsoft
Office 2003 to Microsoft
Office 2007

e Purchase of FrontPage
2003 to design our
church web site.

e  Purchase of a block of
1000 calls from One
Call Now to see if we
wanted to enter into a
month to month agree-
ment with them for their
call delivery services.

What the Future Holds..

The good news is that these
are not the final technology
upgrades that we will be
seeing at the church. Fox
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(Continued from page 2)

Faith, a division of Fox Corporation,
produces Christian films and provides
discussion guides for the films. They
have partnered with DirecTV and now
offer any church a free DirecTV sys-
tem with a basic coverage package
each month. All they want the church
to do is to preview the movies before
their theatrical release and let their
congregations know about the upcom-
ing release. | presented this plan to
the Trustees and we are discussing it
for our church.

In addition, Leisa has told me that
our laser printer is beginning to show
its age and we might have to acquire
a new one before the year ends.

| would also like to see a television
and VCR/DVD in each classroom so
that classes can take advantage of
DVD based teaching materials.

| would also like to see a large
screen projection TV purchased and
left on the stage in the basement. |
believe that there are some small
group and other activities that could
utilize such a TV. One that readily
comes to mind is our Graduating Sen-
ior Banquet when we show the video
slideshow of the graduating seniors.

There are still some software up-
grades that | would like to see for the
church office to help Leisa and me
better coordinate and communicate
with one another.

All of these extra items will need
new funding. At a time when we need
to increase funding to our general
budget, | ask that you consider a sec-
ond mile gift to the Technology Fund.
If you are going to lower your Gen-
eral Fund giving, however, then
pleased on 6t maokhe Tedh-
nology Fund. However, if you can see
the vision for what God can do
through the use of technology to
reach and inform people and change
lives, then please consider a special
gift. | think you will be surprised how
we can use your gift to make a
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Ewilda Whitenack Circle
has Successful
Val ent i r

The Ewilda Whitenack UMW Circle
hosted a successf
the church on Sunday February 11th.
About 45 people attended the meal.
With sales of cakes and meals totaled
more than $400 for their treasury.
Thanks to everyone that helped with this
endeavor.

Check out
these links/

The
RevTDGSG s
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Youth Sunday Was Also
a Success

A special thanks also goes out to Fred
Cook and the United Methodist Youth for
their efforts to put together and present
our Youth Sunday Worship service on the
11th. | appreciated worshipping God from
a different perspective. | also appreciate
the youth that spoke and led in other ways
during the service.

favorites

Recommended Sites:

(Please note that neither | nor the church has
control of the content on these sites.)

Holston Annual Conference

The Official United Methodist Site

The Upper Room

Sacred Space
online devotional

Trustees See a Lot of
Clutter in the Church

At i tds recent
cussed the clutter that is sprouting up in
various rooms around the church. Special
discussion was given to the Library. Mem-
bers of the Trustees will begin cleaning up
some rooms in the near future. If, by
cha]nc?, you have brought some things to
the church over the years and forgotten
about them, now would be a good time to
take them back home with you. Anything
that is left is fair game for the church yard
sale, or the trash. So make sure you get
any of the oO0stuff to

Screenit.com
If you are looking for reviews of recently released
movies and DVD&6s check ou
m e to join. Scroll to the bottom of the page and clickson ( |
NO THANKS.
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Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14-23:56

O God, your messiah draws near. We have cut the palm
branches, we have spread our coats over the muddy road, all to
welcome his coming. Shall we praise you for all the mighty works
that we have seen? Shall we shout Hosanna! With the crowd?

We want a messiah, but is this the messiah we want?2 Confront
us with the moment of decision, O Lord. And if we remain speech-
less as he passes by, if we stand by the road in timid silence, let
the very stones beneath our
comes in the name of the Lo

Holy Thursday

Exodus 12:1-14

ASH WEDNESDAY

Psalm 116:1-4,12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
February 21st John 13:1-17,31-35
6:00 p.m.

Join us for an Ash
Wednesday worship service
as we begin the season of
Lent. During the service, the
pastor will make the sign of

O Teacher, we have walked a long road with you. We have
watched you: a baby, adored by shepherds from the fields, a
youth, questioned by teachers in the temple; a man, plunged into
the waters of baptism; the Son, led into the wilderness of tempta-
tion; the Servant of the Lord, rejected by the people of Naz-
areth; the Chosen One, transfigured in the company of prophets;
the Christ of Godfi speaking the unspeakable and doing the
unthinkable, calling the unworthy and cleansing the unclean, heal-
ing the unwell, and forgiving the unforgivable.

From Bethlehem to Jerusalem, from a lowly stable to the upper
room, we have followed you watching you love the unloved. On
this, the greatness of your love, we set our hopefi we, who have
so loved the world that we shall give you up to save ourselves.

the cross on your forehead
and remind you that from
dust you came and to dust
you shall return. This is a
somber service that seeks to
get us in t hle
Lent. | hope that you can be
present and worship with us
during this time.

Good Friday

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22

Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

O Christ, our Christ, why have we forsaken you? Why are we
so far from you, so deaf to the sounds of your groaning? You
appeal to us, but are not saved; you trust us, but are not re-
quited. We despise and reject you; we hide our eyes from the
sight of you. We mock and scoff at you; we wag our heads,
taunting, OYou trust the

We pronounce sentence upon you, yet you remain silent. We
tempt you to save yourself, but you resist temptation. We shout
that we desire no ruler but Caesar, and you are nailed to a cross
that proclaims you king.

O Lord, our Lord, do not forsake us, even though we have for-
saken you and gone astray.

L o

Join Us for a Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper on February 20th

The United Methodist Men invite you
to attend our Shrove Tuesday Pancake
supper from 6:00-7:00 p.m. on Tuesday
February 20, 2007 in the church fellow-
ship hall.

The meal will consist of pancakes qnd hd j
|

sausage. Wedl
milk to drink.

SHROVE TUESDAY

Donations will be accepted for the meal with the pro-
ceeds going to the UM Me
realize, the UM Men fund many of the repairs and up-
grades around the church through their funds. So please
come out and support them in this special meal.

Ministerial Association Plans Holy Week Luncheons

The Bluefield Area Ministerial Association invites you to

celebrate Holy Week with a series of worship services and
luncheons at the Bluefield First United Methodist Church.

We will gather at noon
beginning on Monday April 2nd
through Friday April 6th. Different
area pastors will lead the service
andcdglii/ef 'rlée messggg. 4

As it currently stands, the
Virginia Avenue UMC will be

pplyin
'Sli:efdéygo his week. More
details will be available as the
date draws closer.

gfo&l I,o e Iuncﬁ]e?]n on.

9,99
Holy Commumon

Buaddy di d
February 25th
First Sunday during Lent

ase

— O
[eNN¢)]


mailto:mailto:pastor@virginiaaveumc.com?subject=I%20was%20just%20reading%20The%20Pastor's%20Connexion
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2050:4-9&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%2031:9-16&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians%202:5-11&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke%2022:14-23:56&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2012:1-14;&version=31;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm%20116:1-4,12-19&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20corinthians%2011:23-26&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2013:1-17,31-35&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2052:13-53:12&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2022&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=hebrews%2010:16-25&version=31
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%2018:1-19:42&version=31

