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The season of Lent
began in an unexpected
way for me. | was
planning on doing the
traditional Ash
Wednesday service
taken from our Book of
Worship. That morning
though, as | was
pondering the
upcoming service, the
Lord led me ina
different direction.

Altar and Widow candle arrangements
provided by Joyce Buchanan for the
Ash Wednesday service.

I was led to design a
service based on some
ancient texts that were made
to be chanted. In addition, |
moved the service from the
main worship area into the
smaller prayer chapel. | also
asked Joyce Buchanan to put
lots of candles on the altar
and in the room.

As night fell, | realized the
setting would be almost cave
like. It was a cloudy day and
the evening sun shone only
dimly through the windows.
The candles, though shone
brightly and added a soft
glow to the room.

There was no bulletin.
Everything would be led by
me with the congregation
either saying things familiar
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to them or singing in a call
response fashion.

For me, this was a place
that was numinous. | could
feel the presence of the holy
and prayed that those present
could also feel and
experience God in a very
special way.

Only about a dozen of us
gathered for the service. |
marked each of us with the
sign of the cross. We prayed.
We sang. We went back into
the world with a sense of
having been in God’s
presence.
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“Only about a
dozen of us
gathered for the
service. | marked
each of us with
the sign of the
cross. We prayed.
We sang. We went
back into the
world with a sense
of having been in
God’s presence.”
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Do you have a
prayer request?

If you have a prayer request
that you would like to have
sent directly to the pastor,
please click on the link below
and complete the form and
then submit it. The request will
be sent to Rev. Goodman.

Please pray for...
(Not Yet Fully Functional)

Join In the Daily Lenten Devotionals

| hope that by now you are
visiting my blog, Pastor’s
Ponderings. Due to some
technical issues | had to move
the blog from BlogSpot to
WordPress. If you have me
bookmarked in your
browsers, you might want to
click on the link above and
put the new address in your
browser. If you don’t have
me bookmarked, then simply
keep on clicking the links
when you see them and you
will be transported to the
new blog site.

Now back to what | started
with—the daily Lenten
Reflections. As | said in an
earlier email to you, the idea
of daily reflections has been
floating around in my Spirit
for quite some time. This
year, the Lord seemed to
push a little harder and |

gave in and began writing.
By the time it is all done,
there will be 47 reflections.

Already, | have been
blessed. It seems as if the
Gospel of John is what the
Lord has led me to reflect
upon. If you haven'’t yet read
the reflections, | offer a
reading from John, a brief
commentary upon it, a
reflection about what it
means for us today, and a
closing prayer. | am seeing
things that | had overlooked
in my previous readings of
the Gospel of John. | would
humbly ask you to read them
and comment upon what you
have read so that we might
learn from each other.

| have also been led to
produce these reflections in a
weekly printed format for

those persons within the
congregation that do not
have access to a computer. |
am discovering that persons
are interested in the things |
say in the Pastor’s Connexion
and some folks have been
printing out copies for those
without computer access, to
pick up and read.

I'll probably begin making
a few hard copies of the
Pastor’s Connexion available
when it is published for those
that would like to read it.
Although the printed copy
will not have access to any of
the hyperlinks, it will still
provide the stories and other
information | seek to convey.

God's hand is all over Nothing But Nets Campaign

Dec. 1, 2006
A UMNS Commentary
By Martha Taylor*

Moments of clarity are gifts from God. For some, they come as natu-
rally as breathing. For others, they are few and far between.

My moments stand out in my memory. Years ago, | was in an exer-
cise class when | heard a voice say, "Go home!" | immediately left

class and hot-footed it to the house. My son had fallen from a second-
story balcony and had a head fracture. He fully recovered, and today |

still vividly recall that insistent voice. | was not a practicing Christian
then, but | now recognize what | heard came from God.

| have conviction about my position as the conference communica-
tions director. Accepting this position was easy, even though it in-
volved leaving a job | loved and a community | called home for 13
years. | knew with certainty that all | had experienced in my personal,
professional and church life had led me to this point, time and place.

A moment of clarity.

| had that same certainty about God's involvement when | heard about Nothing But Nets and The United Meth-

A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose

Columnist Rick Reilly (right) visits
Yesirat Gafani and her son, Afusat
Gafani, to see a Nothing But Nets-
provided mosquito net at their home
in Epe, Nigeria.

odist Church's involvement. Nothing But Nets is a partnership between the people of The United Methodist
Church, Sports lllustrated, NBA Cares, the National Basketball Foundation, the United Nations Foundation,

Measles Initiative, Millennium Promise and other global partners. How did the church get to the table with such
notables? God's hand is all over it.
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In May 2005, Rick Reilly, the noted Sports lllustrated columnist, wrote about the critical
need for insecticide-treated bed nets in Africa to stop the spread of malaria, a killer that
causes 3,000 deaths each day. In his column, Reilly urged readers to donate funds for bed
nets. In two weeks, he raised $1.2 million.

Simply put, Nothing But Nets is a campaign to eradicate malaria in Africa. This can be ac-
complished through the distribution and proper use of bed nets. One net can cover a family
of four and will be effective for many years. A $10 donation will purchase one net, and 100
percent of that $10 goes toward that purchase. There is no overhead or administrative
costs, since a philanthropist donated $1 billion to cover those costs.

Any individual or church can give to Nothing But Nets, but United Methodist youth should be
particularly excited about getting involved. Youth groups that raise money for Nothing But
Nets will be eligible for prizes at Youth 2007, an international event for United Methodist
youth in Greensboro, N.C., July 11-15. Fund-raising awards will include a trip to Africa to
distribute bed nets, a trip to New York to tour the United Nations and a variety of NBA gear.

A cell phone text-messaging network provides campaign updates to youth. They can send a
text message to 47647, type "Nets" in the text field, and hit
"send" to be added to the network.

The Arkansas Conference is partnering with The Buzz
103.7 FM radio station in Little Rock for the "High School
Basketball Game of the Week." Beginning in January, we
will have commercials airing with a message about the
Arkansas United Methodist Church and Nothing But
Nets. The talent for the spots is Joe Kleine, former Ra-
zorback and NBA star.

During each halftime, a local church youth minister will be
interviewed about the positive impact the United Method-
ist Church is having on youth in local communities. Ar-
kansas young people will also have an opportunity to tell
what their youth groups are doing to raise funds for Noth- A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose

ing But Nets. Muiji Bakare clutches an
insecticide-treated mosquito net,
How can you get involved? Go to provided by the Nothing But Nets

www.NothingButNets.net and create a team for your campaign, in Apapa, Nigeria.

family, friends, basketball or soccer teams and leagues,

Sunday school class, youth groups, church, women's and men's groups. Challenge one
another. You can track fund raising online. Join or sponsor another team. Think of creative,
fun fund-raising events and involve the youth in your community. Make a gift this Christmas
in honor or memory of a loved one.

To read Rick Reilly's Sports lllustrated article or learn more about Nothing But Nets, go to
www.NothingButNets.net. The Nov. 28 edition of Sports lllustrated also has an update from
Reilly, "Nothing But Thanks," describing his recent trip to Nigeria to distribute bed nets. Staff
with United Methodist Communications accompanied him on that trip and shot photos and
video.

One last note. Years ago, Reilly had the opportunity to go to Tanzania with his family. While
there, they played soccer with a group of kids. The ball was a taped-up wad of newspaper,
and two rocks were the goal. When he returned to the United States, he sent some soccer
balls and nets. Here's what Reilly wrote last May:

"l kick myself now for that. How many of those kids are dead because we sent the wrong
nets?" A moment of clarity. Don't let us miss our moment.
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Check out
these links/

The Pastor’s Blog

RevIDG'’s favorites on del.icio.us

Recommended Sites:

(Please note that neither | nor the church has
control of the content on these sites.)

Holston Annual Conference

The Official United Methodist Site

The Upper Room
Sacred Space

online devotional

Screenit.com
If you are looking for reviews of recently released
movies and DVDOs check
to join. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on
NO THANKS.

ou


http://revtdg.wordpress.com/
http://del.icio.us/RevTDG
http://www.holston.org
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.upperroom.org/
http://www.sacredspace.ie/
http://www.screenit.com
http://www.nothingbutnets.net/
http://www.nothingbutnets.net/

There’s a place for you at Virginia Avenue.

1901 Virginia Avenue
Bluefield, Virginia 24605

Phone: 276-326-3700
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Ministerial Association
Plans Holy Week

Luncheons

The Bluefield Area
Ministerial Association invites
you to celebrate Holy Week
with a series of worship
services and luncheons at the
Bluefield First United
Methodist Church.

We will gather at noon
beginning on Monday April
2nd through Friday April
6th. Different area pastors
will lead the service and
deliver the message.

As it currently stands, the
Virginia Avenue UMC will
be supplying food to the
luncheon on Tuesday of this
week. More details will be
available as the date draws

D
)

Natural Church
Development (NCD) is
a process we are about
to undertake to discover
our church’s strengths
and weaknesses. Please
begin praying for the
church, its leaders, and
the coaches that will
help to guide us through
this process.

Networking for Methodists

Faith-based social Web sites link users in fellowship
By SUSAN ORR

Courier & Press staff writer 461-0783 or orrs@courierpress.com
Tuesday, February 13, 2007

With the popularity of Web sites such as Facebook, MySpace and Friendster, more and
more people are joining online social networks. Methodists have now entered the scene.
Last month, the United Methodist Church launched a redesigned Web site
(www.umc.org) with many new features, including what the denomination says is the first
large-scale faith-based social networking site.

Social networking allows computer users to set up personal profiles, post photographs
and share information with other users.

Methodist leaders say their social network will allow people to engage in online faith
discussions, keep in touch with friends around the world and share information with
members of their local congregations.

"We believe the possibilities for meaningful connection are endless," said Larry Hollon,
general secretary of United Methodist Communications during a recent online press
conference to promote the site.

The denomination says several layers of security are built into the site, including
language filters, content review by Methodist staffers, and users' ability to "flag" posts
they feel are inappropriate.

Users must be at least age 13 in order to use the social-networking part of the site.

Other new features of the site include:
*+ A'"Leadership" section with resources for ministry leaders and pastors.
+ A "Methopedia" with information and resources on a range of faith- and church-
related topics.
*+ A'"Serve" section where users can learn about local volunteer opportunities.
* A'"Pray" tab where people can submit online prayer requests.
¢+ A "Find-A-Church" function where people can find local United Methodist
congregations.
Financial
Hollon said the denomination's Web site is not meant as a replacement for involvement
in local congregations, but as another way to encourage participation in bricks-and-mortar
churches.

"We do not for one moment believe that a Web site can be the full embodiment of the
church. Itis a doorway," Hollon said.

This year, Daylight Savings Time
Begins earlier and ends later. So
when you go to bed on Saturday
night March 10th, please be sure to
set your clocks ahead one hour.

Se'r Your'
Clocks
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