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Pastor’s
Thoughts….

Christmas is almost
here! As if you didn’t
recognize that fact by
the decorations and
items that have been on
sale since before
Halloween!

Christmas is almost
here! It’s time for the
hustle and bustle of the
mall. It’s time for
families to travel near
and far to gather at
Grandma’s house. It’s
time for children to get
very compliant and
eager to please.

Christmas is almost
here! It’s once again time
to remember the greatest
Gift that could ever be
given—Jesus Christ—
born so long ago, to save
the world.

Christmas is almost
here! Remember the true
reason for the season.

--tdg

Third Sunday of Advent– Dec. 17th
 11:00 a.m. Christmas Cantata– One Small Child
 6:00 p.m. — Children’s Christmas Program

Fourth Sunday of Advent — Dec. 24th
 11:00 a.m. — Sunday Morning Worship

Christmas Eve—Sunday Dec. 24th
 7:30 p.m. — Candle light Communion Service

Thanks for the Good Response to the Angel
Tree!

In case you haven’t noticed, we have had a very good
response to the 15 angels we placed on the angel tree. All
the tags were taken on the first Sunday and it looks as if
you responded well with some very nice presents. A special
thanks goes out to all those persons that helped make the
Christmas special for some children in the area.



Saturday December 16, 2006
2:30 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal for Cantata
4:00 p.m. – Dress Rehearsal for Children’s Program
6:30 p.m. – Macedonia Christmas Party

Sunday December 17, 2006
9:30 a.m.—Macedonia UMC Worship

11:00 a.m.—Virginia Avenue UMC Worship
Christmas Cantata: One Small Child

1:00 p.m. – Union Mission Service Sunday
6:00 p.m. – Virginia Avenue Children’s Christmas

Program

Monday December 18, 2006
6:30 p.m. – Parent’s Session: Five Love Languages of

Children

Wednesday December 20, 2006
7:00 p.m. – Choir Performs Christmas Cantata at

Ceres Baptist Church

Sunday December 24, 2006
9:30 a.m.—Macedonia UMC Worship

11:00 a.m.—Virginia Avenue UMC Worship
7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion

Service at Virginia Ave UMC

Monday December 25, 2006
Christmas Day
Reverend Goodman and family leaves for Tennessee

Wednesday December 27, 2006
No meetings at church today

Friday December 29, 2006
Rev. Goodman & Family Return

Saturday December 30, 2006
Rev. Goodman and Family leave for Myrtle Beach

Everyone is Invited to the
Macedonia Christmas Party!

On Saturday night December 16th,
the Macedonia UMC will host its
annual Christmas Party at the church
beginning at 6:30 p.m. Everyone is
invited to attend. Please bring along
some heavy finger foods and stay for
the Christmas program that will
follow the time of fellowship.
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Please Pick up Boxed Offering
Envelopes at Virginia Avenue

With changes in the IRS Tax Code,
it is now more important for you to
use offering envelopes, especially if
you make cash donations to the
church. In 2007, you cannot take a
deduction by simply saying you gave
money to the church. You need to get
a year end receipt from the church.
The only way we can give credit for
cash is if you put it in an envelope
with your name on it. We can get
information from checks to give you
proper credit. Envelopes will be on the
table in the narthex.



Virginia Avenue UMC Web Page

Our Church Online Calendar

The Pastor’s Blog

(Please note: Neither I, nor the church, are
responsible for the content of the followng
sites.)

Holston Annual Conference

The Official United Methodist
Church Web Site

Church Office Hours During The Holiday
You might want to note that the church office

will be closed from December 25th until January
1st. Leisa will be back in the office at noon on
the 2nd. Leisa will be taking vacation during
that time. I will be taking vacation time as well
during this period. I will be traveling to
Tennessee on Christmas Day and returning to
town on Friday the 29th. The family and I will
then be leaving again on Saturday the 30th for a
week at Myrtle Beach. I will also be attending
the United Methodist Congress on Evangelism
at Myrtle Beach during part of that week.

It’s Been a Long Time Since the Last
Pastor’s Connexion—Why?

It’s been about a month since the last Pastor’s
Connexion. Some of you have been asking if I
am still publishing it. That warm’s my heart
because it means some of you are reading it.

When I began The Pastor’s Connexion it was
pretty much a weekly publication. Then it
moved to bi-weekly. It now appears to be
monthly. A lot depends upon whether or not I
have something to say or if there is something
that needs special promoting at the church. I
suppose you could say that the publication
frequency is going to vary. It will be at least
monthly, but could be more often. So look for a
copy around the 15th of each month, but don’t
be surprised if you get one more often.



I thought the following articles/stories
would interest you. Simply click on the
title to be taken to the entire story.

Potato Chip Fallout
I didn't buy the kind she wanted. Now I was walking home.
By David Stroder

Stop this car right now. I'm getting out!" I shouted. My
emotions were boiling and I had to escape the confines
of our car. "Let me out, right here!"

The argument, like so many marital conflicts, was over
something really important: potato chips. Well, not just
potato chips but the process …….

The Christmas Cold War
He liked lists; I liked surprises. Could we learn a new way to
give?
by Susan A. Karas

It was the official beginning of another yuletide
season, and preparing my list was the first step on the
way to my annual shopping expedition. Although
nothing makes me happier than combing every corner
of the mall to select the perfect present for each person,
my husband couldn't say the ….

In-Law Overload
When visiting family, Carol and Kevin Heffernan had to
redefine downtime.
by Carol Heffernan

On December 23 Kevin and I arrived at his parents'
house to celebrate our first holiday as a married couple.
After a five-hour drive, a late arrival, and a hearty
welcome, I was eager to catch more than a few winks,
rejoicing in the fact that no alarm clock….

Can We Talk?
7 tips to get your spouse to open up.
By Elaine Creasman

When we were dating and early in our marriage, Steve
and I talked for hours, sometimes late into the night. As
the years passed, however, he backed off. And when we
did talk, we ended up arguing, or it seemed he tried to
keep conversations superficial. I often wondered…..

Would You Like to Take a
Self Directed Study?

In place of the group learning
experiences we have had on Sunday and
Wednesday nights, I am going to design
some self directed studies on a series of
topics. You will be encouraged to take
the studies at your own pace. There will
be questions for reflection and I will ask
that you write a one page essay on the
topic of the study. Once you complete a
sequence of the studies, I’ll issue you a
certificate. This won’t be for college
credit, it will be for your continued
growth in faith.

If you have a topic you would like me
to offer study materials for, please let
me know and I will see if I can come up
with a study. Initially, I am going to
begin with the following topics:

Fellowship
Discipleship
Evangelism

Worship
Service
Prayer

Due to copyright laws, I will only be
able to offer them to persons that attend
either Macedonia or Virginia Avenue
UMC’s. There will be a suggested $2.00
donation for each study to cover
production cost. Contact me for more
details.


