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John 12:1-8 

New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

 Jesus Anointed at Bethany 

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, 

where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 

2Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honor. Martha served, 

while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with 

him. 3Then Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, an 

expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and wiped his 

feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance 

of the perfume. 

 4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to 

betray him, objected, 5"Why wasn't this perfume sold and the 

money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages.[b]" 6He 

did not say this because he cared about the poor but because 

he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help 

himself to what was put into it. 

 7"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. " It was intended that she 

should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8You will 

always have the poor among you, but you will not always 

have me." 

 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 

Prayer: Lord, help me to reach beyond my safety zone and 

do something for you today that is extravagant. 

Sunday March 25, 2007 
 

Pulling out all the Stops 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   Extravagance is something that Christians tend to look 
down upon in the church. Rather than getting the best 
quality items for the church, we often settle for second 
tier quality or even used. We feel that it makes us more 
spiritual if we are frugal in our decision making process. 
Yet in our personal lives, we often seek the top tier of 
quality and comfort and luxury. 

   In today’s passage, we see extravagance. Mary, the 
sister of Martha and Lazarus, takes a bottle of perfume. 
This was not just any old bottle but a special bottle that 
would be used at a burial to help cut down on the odor. It 
was also not cheap. Judas points out that it could have 
been sold for a years wages. I don’t know what a year’s 
wages were like back then, but would you give up a year 
of your wages to buy a bottle of perfume? If you would, 
would you then break it open and pour it on someone’s 
feet? Most likely the answer to both of these questions is 
NO. 

   Yet, this is what Mary did. Not only that, but she used 
her own hair as the towel to wipe Jesus’ feet. She was 
indeed being extravagant. 

   When was the last time you were extravagant in your 
relationship with Jesus? Was it when you put the hundred 
dollar bill in the offering plate instead of the ten dollar 
bill? Was it when you spent a whole day in prayer instead 
of just 5 minutes? Was it when you read an entire Gospel 
in one sitting instead of just a few paragraphs? Was it 
when you went visiting the sick in the hospital instead of 
just offering up a prayer from the comfort of your own 
home? 

   When was the last time you were extravagant with 
God? If you can’t remember, then I would, humbly, 
suggest that it has been too long. 

   Why not do something extravagant today? You just 
might receive a blessing in your life. 
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John 9:1-17  
New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His 

disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?" 

  3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but 

this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in 

his life. 4As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who 

sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While I am 

in the world, I am the light of the world." 

  6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud 

with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7"Go," he told 

him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So 

the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

  8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him 

begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and 

beg?" 9Some claimed that he was. 

       Others said, "No, he only looks like him." 

       But he himself insisted, "I am the man." 

  10"How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. 

  11He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and 

put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I 

went and washed, and then I could see." 

  12"Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he 

said. 

 The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been 

blind. 14Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and 

opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the 

Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. "He 

put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and 

now I see." 

  16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for 

he does not keep the Sabbath."  

      But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous 

signs?" So they were divided. 

 17Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to 

say about him? It was your eyes he opened." 

       The man replied, "He is a prophet." 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Psalm 31 
Jeremiah 24:1-10 
Romans 9:19-33 
John 9:1-17 

Prayer: Lord, help me to not be like the skeptics and nay -

sayers that approach life with closed eyes.  Let me see the 

light of the world and let that light dispel the darkness in my 

own life. 

Monday March 26, 2007 
 

Seeing the Light of the World 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   As I read this passage, I encounter some of the 
misunderstandings of Jesus’ day in regards to illness. 
Right away, we see people questioning Jesus about 
whether it was the man’s own sin or the sin’s of his 
parents that are responsible for his blindness. Jesus 
counters with an out of the box explanation: “...this 
happened that the work of God might be displayed in his 
life.” 

  So, Jesus made some mud from his spit. He rubbed it on 
the man’s eyes. He told him to go and wash in the pool of 
Siloam. The scriptures say, “..the man went and washed 
and came home seeing.” 

   At this point the story gets really interesting. Now that 
the miracle has occurred, there are those that question, 
first of all whether it is really the blind man or just 
someone that looks like him. The blind man assures them 
that it is him. Next they begin to question him as to how 
his sight was restored. He said it was the man named 
Jesus. With this answer the neighbors took him to the 
Pharisees. 

   Upon arriving at the Pharisees, the questioning begins 
in earnest once again. You see, Jesus performed this 
miracle on the Sabbath in violation of Sabbath laws. Thus, 
some responded “This man (Jesus) is not from God, for he 
does not keep the Sabbath.” 

   Talk about a turn of events. The one that can open the 
eyes of a man born blind is accused of not being a man of 
God, because he did this miracle on the precious Sabbath 
day when no work was to be done. Jesus may indeed 
have been the light of the world, and from this story we 
can see that perhaps it was not the man born blind that 
was truly blind. Perhaps it was the Pharisees and other 
skeptics that needed to have their eyes opened by the 
miraculous power of the master’s touch. 
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John 9:18-41  
New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

  18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 

sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19"Is this your son?" they asked. "Is 

this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" 

 20"We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born 

blind. 21But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask 

him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 22His parents said this because 

they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who 

acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ[a] would be put out of the synagogue. 

23That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 

 24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to 

God,[b]" they said. "We know this man is a sinner."  

 25He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do 

know. I was blind but now I see!" 

  26Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 

  27He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, too?" 

  28Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We 

are disciples of Moses! 29We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 

fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

  30The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he 

comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to 

sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. 32Nobody has ever 

heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing." 

  34To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 

us!" And they threw him out. 

 Spiritual Blindness 

 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 

"Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 

  36"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."  

 37Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 

you." 

  38Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 

  39Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will 

see and those who see will become blind."  

 40Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? 

Are we blind too?"  

 41Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that 

you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Psalm 121, 122, 123 
Jeremiah 25:8-17 
Romans 10:1-13 
John 9:18-41 

Prayer: Lord, don’t let me be so blinded by my own 

preconceptions that I miss seeing the truth when it is 

staring me in the face. 

Tuesday March 27, 2007 
 

Thinking I am Always Right 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   The story from yesterday continues today. The blind 
man is in front of the Pharisees and they are severely 
questioning him as to how he received back his sight. 
Not believing that he had really been blind, they call in 
his parent and question them. The parents, knowing 
that anyone that acknowledged Jesus would be put out 
of the synagogue, put their son out to dangle in the 
wind. They said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
   So the bring him back for another round of 
questioning.  They counseled him to give God the glory 
for his sight and not the sinner Jesus. The formerly blind 
man, however, didn’t give in to their counsel. They 
continued to question him. He asserted that he had told 
them how it all happened and then asked them if they 
too wanted to become a disciple of Jesus. These were 
probably not the wisest word to utter. As a matter of 
fact they fueled the Pharisees fire even more.  
   As you read this passage you can begin to see that by 
this time the leaders of the people and the Pharisees 
had already made up their mind about the man Jesus. 
He was not who he said he was and the things he did, 
rather than being seen as from God, were being 
soundly denounced as the work of the devil. It is easy to 
see that ultimately the end for Jesus was not going to 
be a happy one, at least from a human viewpoint.  
   Eventually, the formerly blind man was thrown out of 
the temple. Jesus found him and began talking more 
with him and, some Pharisees that were with the man, 
listened in on the conversation. Jesus basically accused 
them of being blind and talked about a coming 
judgment. However, Jesus uses their own words against 
them to condemn them, “If you were blind, you would 
not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, 
your guilt remains.” In other words, if you continue to 
assert that you have indeed seen the light, when in 
reality you have not, then you’re going to get what’s 
coming to you. 
    As I read this passage I am reminded of the positions 
that people often take. Many of us assume that ours is 
the right position or stance on an issue. We are blinded 
to the possibility that we might be wrong and that God 
might have another option in mind for us.  
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John 10:1-18  
New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

The Shepherd and His Flock 

 1"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep 

pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 

and a robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the 

shepherd of his sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5But they will never follow a 

stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they 

do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6Jesus used this figure 

of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling 

them. 

  7Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the 

gate for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me were 

thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I 

am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.[a] He 

will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full.  

 11"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 

his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd 

who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 

abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks 

the flock and scatters it. 13The man runs away because he is 

a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

  14"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 

know meɂ 15just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Fatherɂand I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other 

sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 

They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock 

and one shepherd. 17The reason my Father loves me is that I 

lay down my lifeɂonly to take it up again. 18No one takes it 

from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 

authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 

This command I received from my Father." 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Psalm 119:145-176 
Jeremiah 25:30-38 
Romans 10:14-21 
John 10:1-18 

Prayer: Lord, I am one of your sheep. Let me hear your voice 

and respond to it. 

Wednesday March 28, 2007 
 

The Good Shepherd? 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   Over the years I have heard numerous teachings on this 
passage. Let me share some of the things I remember. 

Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd. For most of 
us, this is an image that is basically positive. For the 
folk of his day, it was an image that was oxymoronic. 
You could be Good. You could be a Shepherd. You 
could not be a Good Shepherd. When it came to the 
social hierarchy, shepherds were very near the 
bottom of the list. They were almost seen as social 
outcasts. Their job made them ritually unclean and 
they weren’t often thought of as the most honest of 
persons. Thus, for Jesus to say he was a Good 
Shepherd would definitely have caught the attention 
of those to whom he was speaking. 

Even within the ranks of shepherds there were some 
differences. If you were a poor shepherd, then you 
would be relegated to watching the sheep yourself. If 
you were a person of some means, then you could 
hire someone to watch out after the sheep for you. 
This was not always the best of scenarios. The hired 
man, had no vested interest in the sheep. All he 
wanted was a pay check. Thus, when things got 
rough, the hireling would often duck and run leaving 
the sheep on their own. 

   Jesus, though makes it clear that he is no hireling. That 
he will stand and defend the sheep and protect them and 
care for them. He further makes it clear that the sheep 
will know his voice and respond to it. He lays down his life 
for his sheep. This is the Father’s plan for him. 

   One aspect of this passage that hits close to home is the 
hireling nature of ministry. I would like to suggest that 
many lay folk treat pastors and other staff members as 
hirelings to do the jobs that they do not want to do. Most 
pastors and staff members, though don’t act as hirelings 
and run when the going gets tough. But this sort of 
dynamic is not good at building up the faith of the laity. If 
they do not feel that they own the ministry, then they will 
not become as engaged in it. As a result, their spiritual life 
is weakened. 
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John 10:19-42  
New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

  19At these words the Jews were again divided. 20Many of 

them said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen 

to him?" 

 21But others said, "These are not the sayings of a man 

possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the 

blind?" 

 The Unbelief of the Jews 

 22Then came the Feast of Dedication[a] at Jerusalem. It was 

winter, 23and Jesus was in the temple area walking in 

Solomon's Colonnade. 24The Jews gathered around him, saying, 

"How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ,[b] 

tell us plainly." 

  25Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The 

miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, 26but you do 

not believe because you are not my sheep. 27My sheep listen to 

my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them 

eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them 

out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all[c]; no one can snatch them out of my Father's 

hand. 30I and the Father are one." 

  31Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32but Jesus 

said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the 

Father. For which of these do you stone me?" 

  33"We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, 

"but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."  

 34Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I have 

said you are gods'[d]? 35If he called them 'gods,' to whom the 

word of God cameɂand the Scripture cannot be brokenɂ 

36what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very 

own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of 

blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'? 37Do not believe 

me unless I do what my Father does. 38But if I do it, even 

though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you 

may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the 

Father." 39Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their 

grasp.  

 40Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where 

John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed 41and 

many people came to him. They said, "Though John never 

performed a miraculous sign, all that John said about this man 

was true." 42And in that place many believed in Jesus. 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Psalm 131, 132, 133 
Jeremiah 26:1-16 
Romans 11:1-12 
John 10:19-42 

Prayer: Lord, help us to hear what you say, see what you 

have done, and give God the glory for it all. 

Thursday March 29, 2007 
 

²ƘƻΩǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ IŜǊŜΚ 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   If Jesus were a stand up comic, we would say that he is 
playing to a rough crowd. They leaders of the people 
continue to question him and his authority. They want 
plain talk and they assert that he is beating around the 
bush and not coming out clearly with his intentions. 
Jesus, on the other hand, insists that he has plainly told 
them but they have refused to believe. I think a good 
way to describe this situation is to say that they were at 
an “impasse.”  

   Each side feels that they have done what they should 
have done. They’ve said the right things. They’ve done 
the right things. Now the leaders have come to the point 
of frustration with Jesus. They are like a parent that is 
ready to pull out his hair because of the child that has 
asked for the 80th time “Are we there yet?” 

   The only problem, is Jesus is not the child that cannot 
understand what the parent is saying. Jesus, represents 
the Father and is clearly telling the “children” or sheep, 
what is expected of them. Unfortunately, they children 
are not ready to listen, let alone to obey. 

    These children were so unruly that they picked up 
stones and were ready to stone Jesus for what they 
perceived to be his blasphemy. But, once again he 
escaped their grasp. He crossed the Jordan to the place 
that John the Baptist had been preaching. He too, began 
to preach from this spot. The people once again began 
to come and hear him. They heard what he said. They 
knew what he had done. They believed in him. 
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John 11:28-44  
New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

  28And after she had said this, she went back and called her 

sister Mary aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is 

asking for you." 29When Mary heard this, she got up quickly 

and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31When 

the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting 

her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they 

followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 

there.  

 32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw 

him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died." 

  33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit 

and troubled. 34"Where have you laid him?" he asked. 

      "Come and see, Lord," they replied. 

  35Jesus wept. 

  36Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 

  37But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes 

of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 

 Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

  38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was 

a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39"Take away 

the stone," he said. 

       "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by 

this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." 

  40Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, 

you would see the glory of God?" 

  41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and 

said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew 

that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the 

people standing here, that they may believe that you sent 

me." 

  43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, 

"Lazarus, come out!" 44The dead man came out, his hands 

and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 

face. 

       Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him 

go." 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Psalm 22 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-13 
Romans 11:13-24 
John 11:28-44 

tǊŀȅŜǊΥ [ƻǊŘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǿŜŜǇ ōȅ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ 

what Jesus has done for me. Let me accept him as my Lord 

and Savior. 

Friday March 30, 2007 
 

The Emotional God 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   As a pastor, I am often confronted with families that 
have just lost a loved one. In our culture, we don’t have 
the professional mourners and the weeping and wailing 
that would have surrounded the death of a Jewish 
person. We do, however have grief. There are tears that 
are shed. There are questions that are asked: “Could we 
have gone to another doctor?” “We should have stopped 
him from going on the trip?” “Could we have found the 
cancer sooner?” All these and many more questions and 
emotions come to the forefront in a family when death 
occurs. 

   One of the things that I like about this passage is the 
emotion found within it. Not just from the mourners and 
the family, but also from Jesus. As anyone that has done 
Bible drills knows, the shortest verse in the Bible is found 
in this passage. It simply says, “Jesus wept.” These two 
little words convey large amount of information about 
Jesus.  

   We often talk about how well God knows us. God knew 
us as we were knit together in our mother’s womb. God 
knows the number of the hairs found on our head. From 
these passages I get the impression that God is not out 
there somewhere and not concerned about what 
happens to us, but rather God is with us now in a very 
loving and caring way. 

   Lazarus, Martha, and Mary were Jesus’ friends he 
seemed to frequently be in their home. When Lazarus 
died, Jesus didn’t simply say. “Ashes to ashes. Dust to 
dust.” or “You win some and you lose some.” Instead, the 
Scriptures tell us that “Jesus wept.” There was some 
connection between him and these friends of his. When 
one of them died, he felt the pain. 

   I think God is that way as well. He sent his Son into the 
world to die for our sin. In the movie The Passion I think 
the best scene is the tear that falls from heaven as Jesus 
dies on the cross on Good Friday. God wept at the loss of 
his Son. I believe that God still weeps at the loss of one of 
his sons or daughters that refuse to accept what he has 
done for them through Jesus’ sacrificial death. 
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John 12:37-50  
New International Version (NIV) 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society 

 The Jews Continue in Their Unbelief 

 37Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous 

signs in their presence, they still would not believe 

in him. 38This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the 

prophet: 

   "Lord, who has believed our message 

      and to whom has the arm of the Lord been 

revealed?"[a] 

  39For this reason they could not believe, because, 

as Isaiah says elsewhere: 

 40"He has blinded their eyes 

      and deadened their hearts, 

   so they can neither see with their eyes, 

      nor understand with their hearts, 

      nor turnɂand I would heal them."[b]  

41Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and 

spoke about him. 

 42Yet at the same time many even among the 

leaders believed in him. But because of the 

Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear 

they would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they 

loved praise from men more than praise from God. 

  44Then Jesus cried out, "When a man believes in 

me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one 

who sent me. 45When he looks at me, he sees the 

one who sent me. 46I have come into the world as a 

light, so that no one who believes in me should stay 

in darkness. 

  47"As for the person who hears my words but does 

not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not 

come to judge the world, but to save it. 48There is a 

judge for the one who rejects me and does not 

accept my words; that very word which I spoke will 

condemn him at the last day. 49For I did not speak 

of my own accord, but the Father who sent me 

commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 I 

know that his command leads to eternal life. So 

whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to 

say." 

Daily Lectionary Readings: 

Psalm 137, 144 
Jeremiah 31:27-36 
Romans 11:25-36 
John 12:37-50 

Prayer: Lord, let me be less sensitive to the repercussions of my 

decisions and more willing to do whatever you want me to do for 

you. 

Saturday March 31, 2007 
 

Repercussions of our Actions 

A Reflection on the Scripture: 
   Throughout John’s Gospel, we read, time and time again, of 
the unbelief of the people. They have heard Jesus teach. They 
have seen Jesus heal and perform miracles. Yet, their hearts are 
still hardened and they refuse to believe that what he says is 
really true. 

   In today’s passage, I am drawn to the following words: 

42Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in 
him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their 
faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they 
loved praise from men more than praise from God. 

   There are some that believed. Many of the believers were the 
leaders of the Jewish people. However, belief and a public 
profession of that belief appear to be two different things. 
Because the text makes it clear that if they professed their belief, 
they would be exiled from the synagogue. The text goes on to 
indicate that they craved the adulation of their fellow Jewish 
leaders than they desired praise from God. 

   I wonder about us today. Have our churches become places in 
which we crave the praise and adulation of our fellow 
worshipers or places where we seek the praise of God? The last 
time that there was a difficult decision to be made, did we first 
ask ourselves, “I wonder what the members will think about 
this?” Or did we just do what we felt God wanted us to do 
without worrying about the repercussions?  

   In many churches, we spend too much time worrying about the 
repercussions of our decisions and not enough time actually 
doing what it is that God wants us to do. 
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