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Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Philippians 4:5-11

Matthew 26:14-27, 66

Sunday April 1, 2007

Matthew 26:14-27

Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus

14Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—
went to the chief priests 15and asked, "What are you willing
to give me if | hand him over to you?" So they counted out for
him thirty silver coins. 16From then on Judas watched for an
opportunity to hand him over.

The Lord's Supper

170n the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the
disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to
make preparations for you to eat the Passover?"

18He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him,
'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to
celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.""
19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and
prepared the Passover.

20When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with
the Twelve. 21And while they were eating, he said, "I tell you
the truth, one of you will betray me."

22They were very sad and began to say to him one after the
other, "Surely not I, Lord?"

23Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the
bowl with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man will go just as
it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the
Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been
born."

25Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely
not I, Rabbi?"

Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you."[a]

26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat;
this is my body."

27Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them,
saying, "Drink from it, all of you.

A Reflection on the Scripture:

Prayer:
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Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 36:5-11

Isaiah 42:1-9

Hebrews 9:11-15

John 12:1-11

Monday April 2, 2007

John 12:1-11
New International Version (NIV)

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International
Bible Society

John 12
Jesus Anointed at Bethany

1Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at
Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead. 2Here a dinner was given in
Jesus' honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was
among those reclining at the table with him. 3Then
Mary took about a pint[a] of pure nard, an
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus' feet and
wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

4But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was
later to betray him, objected, 5"Why wasn't this
perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It
was worth a year's wages.[b]" 6He did not say this
because he cared about the poor but because he
was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to
help himself to what was put into it.

7"Leave her alone," Jesus replied. " It was intended
that she should save this perfume for the day of my
burial. 8You will always have the poor among you,
but you will not always have me."

9Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that
Jesus was there and came, not only because of him
but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to kill
Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of
the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their
faith in him.

A Reflection on the Scripture:

Prayer:
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Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 71:1-14

Isaiah 49:1-7

1Corinthians 1:18-31

John 12:20-36

Tuesday April 3, 2007

John 12:20-36

New International Version (NIV)

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International
Bible Society

Jesus Predicts His Death

20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up
to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we
would like to see Jesus." 22Philip went to tell Andrew;
Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified. 241 tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls
to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it
dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life
will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me;
and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor
the one who serves me.

27"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father,
save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I
came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!"

Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will
glorify it again." 29The crowd that was there and heard it said
it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.

30]Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine.
31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince
of this world will be driven out. 32But [, when I am lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men to myself." 33He said this to
show the kind of death he was going to die.

34The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that
the Christ[a] will remain forever, so how can you say, "The
Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?"

35Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just
a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before
darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does
not know where he is going. 36Put your trust in the light
while you have it, so that you may become sons of light."
When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself
from them.

A Reflection on the Scripture:

Prayer:
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Daily Lectionary Readings: Wednesday April 4,2007
Psalm 70

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Hebrews 12:1-3
John 13:21-32

John 13:21-32 A Reflection on the Scripture:

New International Version (NIV)

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International
Bible Society

21After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in
spirit and testified, "I tell you the truth, one of you
is going to betray me."

22His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to
know which of them he meant. 230ne of them, the
disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to
him. 24Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and
said, "Ask him which one he means."

25Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord,
who is it?"

26]esus answered, "It is the one to whom I will
give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the
dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to
Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. 27As soon as Judas
took the bread, Satan entered into him.

"What you are about to do, do quickly," Jesus told
him, 28but no one at the meal understood why
Jesus said this to him. 29Since Judas had charge of
the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to
buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give
something to the poor. 30As soon as Judas had
taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.

Jesus Predicts Peter's Denial

31When he was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son
of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. 32If
God is glorified in him,[a] God will glorify the Son in
himself, and will glorify him at once.

Prayer:
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Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
Exodus 12:1-42

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

John 13:1-17, 31b 35

Thursday April 5, 2007

John 13:1-17

New International Version (NIV)

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society
Jesus Washes His Disciples' Feet

11t was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the
time had come for him to leave this world and go to the
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now
showed them the full extent of his love.[a]

2The evening meal was being served, and the devil had
already prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray
Jesus. 3]Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to
God; 4so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing,
and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After that, he poured
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet,
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you
going to wash my feet?"

7]esus replied, "You do not realize now what [ am doing, but
later you will understand.”

8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."

Jesus answered, "Unless [ wash you, you have no part with

me.

9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my
hands and my head as well!"

10]Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only
to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean,
though not every one of you." 11For he knew who was going
to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was
clean.

12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his
clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I
have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me 'Teacher"
and 'Lord," and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also

should wash one another's feet. 151 have set you an example that

you should do as [ have done for you. 161 tell you the truth, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater
than the one who sent him. 17Now that you know these things,
you will be blessed if you do them.

A Reflection on the Scripture:

Prayer:
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Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 22

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9

John 18:1-19:42

Friday April 6, 2007

John 19: 28-42
New International Version (NIV)
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society

(Please note that this is only a small portion of the entire
Gospel reading for today. I suggest that you might want
to read all of the text.)

The Death of Jesus

28Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." 29A jar
of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put
the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus'
lips. 30When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is
finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

31Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to
be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the
bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked
Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down.
32The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first
man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the
other. 33But when they came to Jesus and found that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of
the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a
sudden flow of blood and water. 35The man who saw it has
given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he
tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.
36These things happened so that the scripture would be
fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken,"[d] 37and, as
another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have
pierced."[e]

The Burial of Jesus

38Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of
Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly
because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came
and took the body away. 39He was accompanied by
Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about
seventy-five pounds.[f] 40Taking Jesus' body, the two of them
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in
accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41At the place where
Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a
new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42Because it
was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was
nearby, they laid Jesus there.

A Reflection on the Scripture:

Prayer:
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Daily Lectionary Readings:
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16

Job 14:1-14

1 Peter 4:1-8

Matthew 27:57-66

Saturday April 7, 2007

Matthew 27:57-66

New International Version (NIV)
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society

The Burial of Jesus

57As evening approached, there came a rich man
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself
become a disciple of Jesus. 58Going to Pilate, he
asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be
given to him. 59Joseph took the body, wrapped it in
a clean linen cloth, 60and placed it in his own new
tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big
stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went
away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were
sitting there opposite the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb

62The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the
chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate.
63"Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was
still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will
rise again.' 64So give the order for the tomb to be
made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the
people that he has been raised from the dead. This
last deception will be worse than the first."

65"Take a guard,” Pilate answered. "Go, make the

tomb as secure as you know how." 66So they went
and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the
stone and posting the guard.

A Reflection on the Scripture:

Prayer:
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